William "Bill" Riley Sinkler
August 1, 1936 - March 27, 2021

William “Bill” Riley Sinkler, 84 of Grapevine, TX, passed away on March 27, 2021. He was
born August 1,1936 in Highland Park, MI. Bill was raised on a farm in Iowa where he went
fishing as much as possible. He joined the Air Force in October 1954 and during his
service, he spent time in England. After leaving the Air Force, he enrolled in avionics
training at Spartan College of Aeronautics and Technology in Tulsa, OK where he met and
married Carolyn Ellis in 1960. Bill started in 1961 with Delta Airlines; he made his career in
aviation maintenance retiring in 1992. During their life together, Bill and Carolyn lived in
Iowa, Illinois, California, Missouri, and finally settling in Texas. Bill loved to go fishing at
every opportunity, camping with friends and family, and watching all sports on TV. Bill is
survived by his wife of 61 years, Carolyn Sinkler of Grapevine, TX; his son Mark Sinkler
and wife Tamy; his son Todd Sinkler and wife Michelle; his daughter Dawn Sinkler; his
grandson Jantz Sinkler and wife Christine; grandsons Aaron Sinkler and Thomas Parks,
and granddaughter Megan Sinkler; his brother Chuck Sinkler; his sister Hollie Swain and
her husband Tony; his sister Marty Liljequist and husband Andy, and many nieces and
nephews.

Comments

“

Bill was a mentor to many. A pleasure to be around and was a great guy with a great
attitude. Bill always shared his knowledge and led the younger on the right path. I
had the utmost respect for Bill and enjoyed his company. Condolences to the family.
Heaven gained a great man. -Nathan Hickman

Nathan Hickman - May 04 at 03:49 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Uncle Bill's passing. We always enjoyed your visits to Iowa and
Ty loved hearing all of Uncle Bill's stories. Our deepest sympathies.

Michelle Arp - April 13 at 12:30 PM

“

Although I haven't seen Bill in many years I thought about him very often and the
many projects we did together.He was the best mechanic and best co-worker I ever
worked with...Rest well Billy....

Mark Maes - April 08 at 11:57 AM

“

I don’t ever remember anyone saying anything bad about Bill. He is that type person.
Bill was the best supervisor & mechanic I have ever worked with. Rest In Peace my
friend.

Larry Boone - April 06 at 08:12 PM

“

So sorry to see the passing of Bill.I worked with Bill from 1980 until his retirement,
straight shooter and stand up guy.Would be hard to find a better person than Bill.R I
P Bill Sinkler

Bob c Katkic - April 04 at 04:17 PM

“

With condolences to Bill’s family. Bill was a great person to work with. He was always
there to help out with work skills and vast knowledge to complete a task. Rest In
Peace Bill.
Gerry Gallagher

Gerry Gallagher - April 04 at 03:03 PM

“

I thought this was perfect for my Dad, its what he loved to do among other things
and that is how I will picture him at his favorite fishin hole !!!!!
Love you Dad

I've finished life's chores assigned to me,
So put me on a boat headed out to sea.
Please send along my fishing pole
For I've been invited to the fishin' hole.
Where every day is a day to fish,
To fill your heart with every wish.
Don't worry, or feel sad for me,
I'm fishin' with the Master of the sea.
We will miss each other for awhile,
But you will come and bring your smile.
That won't be long you will see,
Till we're together you and me.
To all of those that think of me,
Be happy as I go out to sea.
If others wonder why I'm missin'
Just tell 'em I've gone fishin'
Dawn Sinkler - April 04 at 03:01 PM

“

My first night at Delta Sept. 1987, Bill walked thru the hangar with his tool belt
clanging away! The crew introduced him to me, he laughed about my weight - 138
lbs. He stated
that his Tool belt might weigh more than I did!
It was like he was wearing a bag of cement around his waist.
The guys were teasing me, said that I could ride in the Bill Tool Belt & pop out when
he gets to the broken airplane. Quite intimidating to a 138 lb, 22 year old at the time,
and a new hire as well.
RIP Bill
Chris Boyd

Chris Boyd - April 04 at 02:55 PM

“

So sorry to hear that Bill has passed on. I enjoyed working with Bill at Delta and will
certainly miss him at our fishing camp on Sandlin Lake. He was one of the most kind
and considerate man I have ever known .If he thought or saw you might need help
with something he always offered to help. You didn't have to ask him. What a gentle
soul he was and a great loss to his family and all who knew him May he rest in
peace.
Lloyd Everett

Lloyd Everett - April 04 at 12:00 AM

“

The man who should have lived forever. I had the honor to work with Bill and also call
him a friend. Bill would always wear a colored tee shirt with a pocket to carry his pen
and a spiral notebook. The Lake Bob Sandlin group will miss him but he will always
be in our thoughts. Bill was the finest person I have ever met. Rest In Peace and god
be with you. Keith Skoney

Keith Skoney - April 03 at 11:26 AM

“

I worked and fished with Bill. One time while fishing on his boat at Lake Bob Sandlin.
It was a beautiful day and the fishing was good. I said to Bill. " I feel like I am the
luckiest person on earth". That's how Bill would make one feel. Just being with him. I
am so glad I knew him, at work and play. God bless and RIP. Bill you are the
greatest..

David Roy MacGregor - April 01 at 10:56 PM

“

Great man a pleasure knowing bill...many prays for him and his family.

Ernest Urrutia - April 01 at 10:22 PM

“

Deepest condolences to the Sinkler family.
I had the honor and privilege to know and work with Bill since he came to Texas. A
finer person you'll ever meet and get to know.
Rest in peace.
Jon Stimatze

Jon Stimatze - April 01 at 09:49 PM

“

Condolences to the Sinkler family, May God give you peace as you grieve your
Husband, Father & Grandfather.

Eileen Torres Mode - April 01 at 09:25 PM

“

Carolyn, Sorry to hear of your loss. I briefly met Bill years ago. Prayers for your
comfort and peace.

Lenny Allen - April 01 at 07:22 PM

“

A mentor and a friend.

Darrell irby - April 01 at 04:48 PM

“

I also worked with Bill at DFW and learned so much from him. He just seemed to
know how everything worked on every airplane, and was always willing to share his
knowledge. His work ethic was unmatched. One of the smartest and hardest working
people I have ever met. He will be missed. Rest in piece Bill.

Russ Anderson - April 01 at 01:13 PM

“

Thoughts and prays to Bills family
I had the honor of working with Bill at Delta from the time he xfered in at DAL till he
retired at DFW.I have never met a more honest: caring and giving person than Bill.
He had great work ethics and didn't slow down till the job at hand was done. My
friend Bill will be greatly missed . RIP Bill the Shift is over.
JOHN [REB] REBECEK

john rebecek - April 01 at 11:07 AM

“

Bill was one of the nicest people you could ever meet

Gary Lackey - April 01 at 10:58 AM

“

I'm saddened by the news of Bill's passing. I pray that God will grant his family
strength.
My sincere condolences to Bill's family.
When I started at Delta in '86, Bill was my crew foreman. When Bill became an
aircraft line mechanic again, we worked on the same crew together and I always
enjoyed working with him and remember the many good conversations we had.
He was one of the hardest working men that I've ever known and a great mentor.
He was straight forward and true to his word.
I have nothing but the utmost respect for him. RIP Bill.

Dave Kurrus - April 01 at 10:43 AM

“

Kjerstin Decapua sent a virtual gift in memory of William "Bill" Riley Sinkler

Kjerstin Decapua - April 01 at 09:37 AM

“

A donation as been sent to Sparrows Nest in Bill's memory. With deepest sympathy
Kjerstin and boys.
Kjerstin - April 01 at 09:41 AM

“

2 files added to the album Tribute wall

Marty Liljequist - April 01 at 07:33 AM

“

Our family lived directly behind the Sinkler family and we could not have chosen a
better family if we tried! Bill was one of the nicest men I knew and I always felt safe
as a young girl having him there. I will never forget his smile or wave and especially
his deep voice. To my lifetime friends, the Sinklers I send my love and prayers to all
of you.

Kristie Ray Ballew - March 31 at 11:05 PM

“

I was his neighbor for 25 years. He was a gentleman and a pleasure to visit with. He
was the type of person that made others feel better because of his pleasant attitude.
He will be so missed by friends and family. RIP good friend.

Jerry Burgess - March 31 at 10:52 PM

