Wade Wilson
February 1, 1959 - February 1, 2019

Charles Wade “Sticks” Wilson, 60, died at his home in Coppell, Texas, Feb. 1, 2019. It was
his birthday. Wade was born on Feb. 1, 1959 in Greenville, Texas to Glenna and Charles
Wilson.
He began his life in Wolfe City, Texas, attended elementary school in Quitman, Texas and
grew up in Commerce, Texas where he graduated from Commerce High School and
attended East Texas State University (Texas A&M University at Commerce).
Wade’s favorite Bible verse was James 4:10: “Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord,
and He shall lift you up.” It was by this scripture, Wade lived his life. He was humble,
thoughtful, sensitive, and kind. He was a private man.
Wade was an athlete and loved all sports, but his love for football was apparent at an early
age. There are those who believe Wade was born with a football in his hand. Wade
excelled at Punt, Pass, and Kick competition for youth, and advanced to the state
competition in Texas Stadium at Irving. He was an All-District quarterback for the
Commerce Tigers and an outstanding quarterback for ETSU, where he was named NAIA
All-American.
In 1981, Wade was drafted by the Minnesota Vikings where he played quarterback for 10
years. He also played for the Atlanta Falcons, New Orleans Saints, Dallas Cowboys, and
ended his professional playing career with the Oakland Raiders in 1999. He was the
NFC’s leading passer in 1988, with a 91.5 passer rating that earned him Pro Bowl honors.
He served as Troy Aikman’s backup quarterback when the Dallas Cowboy’s won Super
Bowl XXX.
In 2000, Wade began his NFL coaching career when he became the quarterback coach
for Troy Aikman and the Dallas Cowboys. He served as the quarterback coach for the
Chicago Bears, where he coached in Super Bowl XLI, and the Dallas Cowboys and had
the opportunity to coach many fine quarterbacks, including Tony Romo and Dak Prescott.
He was released from the Cowboys in 2018.
In 1985, Wade was diagnosed with diabetes. He was a courageous competitor who
overcame the disease to become an NFL starter at a time when it was widely believed
that an insulin-dependent diabetic could not possibly quarterback an NFL team. Through
diligence and education, Wade learned to manage his disease and enjoyed a 36-year

career in the NFL, both as quarterback and coach. Wade worked tirelessly to promote
diabetes education and research and has continually raised money for the American
Diabetes Association.
Wade was devoted to his children who will cherish the memories of the backyard
barbeques, playing catch in the driveway, and “piling up” on the coach for family nights at
home. Wade balanced a demanding career to ensure his children felt the love he carried
for them in his heart, always.
A friend, a mentor, a leader, an inspiration, Wade’s unexpected death has saddened many
who loved him. Wade is survived by Sherry Gehrking, his partner of 20 years, his four
children Travis and his fiancé Kathleen, Hayden, Sophie and Cole, and their mother
Kathryn Troutt and her mother Greta, his father William Charles Wilson and wife Sharon,
his sister Charlotte Wilson Sheets and husband Joe, and his brother David Wilson and
wife Karen. He was preceded in death by his mother, Glenna. He will be missed by
cousins, nieces, nephew, friends, and former colleagues and teammates.
In lieu of flowers, the family of Wade Wilson has asked that memorial contributions be sent
to the American Diabetes Association to honor his legacy at https://tinyurl.com/Wadeada
Services: Visitation will be held Saturday 4-5:30 pm at Park Cities Baptist Church, 3933
Northwest Pkwy, Dallas, TX 75225.(recommended parking is in the parking garage
located on the east side of the campus) Funeral Services will follow at 6pm. Wade will be
laid to rest Sunday at a private graveside at his family's cemetery.

Events
FEB
9

Visitation

04:00PM - 05:30PM

Park Cities Baptist Church
3933 Northwest Pkwy., Dallas, TX, US, 75225

FEB
9

Funeral Service

06:00PM

Park Cities Baptist Church
3933 Northwest Pkwy., Dallas, TX, US, 75225

Comments

“

I have nothing but fond memories of Wade. He was always a class act and a great
guy. RIP Wade.

Lloyd Stone - February 11 at 04:38 PM

“

Wade was a great teammate and a close, loyal friend. He had the unique talent of
being a stud in the NFL as a quarterback and a coach for almost 20 years while also
being the kindest, most humble, gracious person I’ve ever known. We often
recounted our playing days, hilarious stories and memorable times as Vikings
teammates. His wit and humor now will be deeply missed and irreplaceable. There
are no words to express the loss and genuine heartache we feel with Wade’s
passing. We express our love and condolences to his beautiful family. We love you,
Wade. Until we meet again RIP
Steve and Jan Riley

Steve Riley - February 11 at 03:32 PM

“

Wades father, Mr. Wilson, saw me walking the halls with a Vikings shirt on and later
that day, I was called to the office and he gave me a Topps autographed card of
Wade. I instantly became a Wade Wilson fan. While at the Jay Novacek camp years
later, I showed Wade th card and told him the story. He told me the autograph
probably made it less valuable but I knew that wasn't true. Wade recognized me
years later while I was a student athlete at TAMUC and made a point to say hello. I
still have the card in a top loader on my man cave shelf. A great athlete, coach and
Man. He will be missed....

BL - February 10 at 09:53 AM

“

Wade and I were both "business" majors at ETSU so I had a few classes with him. I
remember him being in my accounting, economics and insurance class. I didn't know
him well but he always greeted me by calling me by my first name. He was always
friendly and humble. When he became an NFL player I became one of his fans. I
thought it was so wonderful to see someone I had classes with become a
professional football star. I still have his NFL playing card that a friend sent to me. I
also have many of his NFL games recorded on old VHS tapes. The world was a
better place because of men like Wade.

Joe Iglehart - February 09 at 09:13 PM

“

Wade was a dear friend of mine from our years together at East Texas state. He and
his friends were gracious enough to include me in their poker group and we had such
a good time during our two or three games per week . We kept up with each other
over the years and recently I have been texting back-and-forth quite a bit. We are
planning on getting together for lunch in April when I was going to be in Dallas, but I
guess it wasn’t meant to be.
The trait I liked most about Wade is that he never changed. He was still the same
humble guy I knew in college even with all the accolades he earned throughout his
life.
He was a really good man, father, and friend. We are all worse off today because of
his early passing.
God bless, my friend...
David Wiley

David Wiley - February 09 at 07:34 PM

“

Pam Febbraro lit a candle in memory of Wade Wilson

Pam Febbraro - February 09 at 06:25 PM

“
“

“

I went to school my heart goes out to him and his Family. R.I.P
Jacqueline Washington - February 14 at 03:29 PM

Went to high school with wade
Jacqueline Washington - February 14 at 03:30 PM

I did not you know you Wade, but like many, I watched you so many times on the
field battling opposing teams, never knowing about your own personal daily battle
against diabetes. How brave, how courageous you were; not allowing the
vicissitudes of life to defeat you; fighting for your dream and making it a reality. Be at
peace up in heaven. My condolences to your family that they must be without you for

a while, but they will find comfort in the memories of all the days shared with you and
in the knowledge that you will be reunited one day in God's Kingdom.
Mary Rublein - February 09 at 04:12 PM

“

Brett And Angela Maxie lit a candle in memory of Wade Wilson

Brett and Angela Maxie - February 09 at 01:02 PM

“

To Wade and family! Wade I took many many hand offs and caught many screen passes
from you along with countless soft ball games over a two year period! My family will always
will be great fans of yours!!! Thank you for being who you were! Prayers to you and your
friends and family! You will be missed forever! God Bless you and your family my man!!!
Michael Comer
Michael Comer - February 09 at 05:03 PM

“

Kitsey Godsey lit a candle in memory of Wade Wilson

Kitsey Godsey - February 09 at 12:58 PM

“

My brother, Mike Godsey and I have fond memories of hanging out with Wade and David in
Commerce, Texas.
Wade and I were in the same class in the 6th grade. We shared friends Patti A., Jeanie L.,
LouAnn B. Samantha etc... I will never forget the "going away party" given at Jeannie L's
the day before I moved away. I have watched from the shadows as he made his was on the
path God laid for him. He truly was funny, kind and a genuinely good person... even at such
a young age. Your family is in my prayers, Wade. Enjoy Heaven my friend.
Kitsey Godsey - February 09 at 01:07 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Wade Wilson.

February 09 at 10:56 AM

“

ROD AND BARBARA MARINELLI lit a candle in memory of Wade Wilson

ROD AND BARBARA MARINELLI - February 09 at 09:31 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Wade Wilson.

February 09 at 08:40 AM

“

Went to High School with Wade and lived across the street from him. He was a great
athlete, a great friend to all, a good example to others, and just a humble, wonderful
guy. An all American guy or the guy next door. No one can speak highly enough of
him. A great loss to his community, most notably those who shared his career with
him. Just a good man. He also had a great sense of humor. Lana Scott Kocorek

Lana - February 08 at 10:39 PM

“

L.T. Sampong lit a candle in memory of Wade Wilson

L.T. Sampong - February 08 at 03:30 PM

“

Kelly Mobley lit a candle in memory of Wade Wilson

Kelly Mobley - February 08 at 11:31 AM

“

Wade was my neighbor, classmate, and friend! Wade always made the time to be a
sincere and true friend! He was very bright, fun and kind and his memory is
cherished. Hugs to the Wilson family always-

Kathy Goldenberg - February 08 at 07:06 AM

“

In the summer of 1975, some of the employees of Piggly Wiggly formed a softball
team and after a few games Wade joined us. During one game, an opposing player
hit a single up the middle and well into center field where Wade was playing. The
player took his time getting to first base only to be thrown out by three feet. His first
base coach was mad and started yelling at the base runner. I told the base runner it
was okay, he was just thrown out by Wade Wilson! Our thoughts and prayers are
with the Wilson family. Dale Parker

Dale Parker - February 07 at 08:22 PM

“

Prayers for the Wilson family, his associates and the players he coached. A great
man , taken far to soon.

Richard Mchugh - February 07 at 05:18 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Wade Wilson.

February 07 at 04:48 PM

“

Some of my favorite memories during my time with the Cowboys were at training
camp when Coach would stop by the fire pit and just tell stories. He truly was a lovely
human being and I was lucky to have the chance to work with him.

Kelsey Charles - February 07 at 04:42 PM

“

Will forever miss you COWBOY! You were a good man! I will miss you!
HG

HAROLD GOODWIN - February 07 at 04:40 PM

“

White Oak ISD Administrative Team - White Oak, TX purchased the Emerald Garden
Basket for the family of Wade Wilson.

White Oak ISD Administrative Team - White Oak, TX - February 07 at 12:45 PM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of Wade Wilson.

February 07 at 12:05 PM

“

I’ve known Wade since he moved to Commerce. His Mom was my teacher and his
dad was my junior high and high school principal. We lived on the next block. I
remember when he competed in Punt Pass Kick in Dallas. In high school I was two
ahead of Wade. That meant I had a drivers license and a car before he did. As a
result, I was the wheel man for double dates with Wade and Kathy in the back seat.
We enjoyed camping out on my family’s small farm at Cumby. I will never forget how
Coach Ramsey kicked Wade off the football team. I was the trainer. It made me so
mad I quit. We went to the rest of the games with Paul Lemons and Tom Walker and
watched the Tigers lose from the bleachers. I was trainer for the basketball team. We
hit the pizza place after home games. We had a lot of good memories. I got to see
two of his pro football games. He was very gracious to me and my guests. Wade will
sure be missed. I’m proud of you!

steve turner - February 06 at 11:40 PM

“

I grew up with Wade in Commerce from grade school through college. We played on
various sports teams together and I considered him a friend. Wade always showed
great character and integrity. RIP Wade. You led a very influential life.

Blake Pressley - February 06 at 07:29 PM

“

Wade and I went to high school together.I was the country kid and Wade was city
kid.I did not know Wade very well but I can remember the times that Wade was
always polite and very respectful to everyone. Wade had a great life and he will be
missed.God Bless you Wade Wilson and God Bless your family.

John Davis - February 06 at 06:47 PM

“

I watched wade grow up in Commerce, his dad was my football coach. Wade was
always fun to be around. Will miss you my friend

Randy Clark - February 05 at 11:28 PM

“

I met Wade Wilson in 1977 when we were at (then) ETSU. Although we both moved
many times and each experienced a varied career path we managed to stay
"connected" as time and opportunity allowed. He was a good friend. The adjectives
used to describe him in the past few days have included: kind, smart, witty, funny,
generous, humble. All are accurate and, yet, all in summary are not enough. Several
years ago when Wade was working as NFL coach his administrative assistant
shared the following with me: (She said), "I work for five coaches and Wade Wilson
was the only one of those coaches who made sure he did something special for me
for Christmas. He took me to lunch - just the two of us. And, I really appreciate that
he did that." Just one example of the kind of thing which made him unique and
superlative. I, too, appreciated his friendship. Until we meet again …

Judy Clark - Charlotte, NC - February 05 at 10:44 PM

“

Kenneth Ryan lit a candle in memory of Wade Wilson

Kenneth Ryan - February 05 at 07:56 PM

“

Mark Lucas Kelly lit a candle in memory of Wade Wilson

Mark Lucas Kelly - February 05 at 05:04 PM

“

My remembrance of Wade was during my student teaching time in 1975 at
Commerce High School. Wade was one of the students in the classes I was student
teaching in. I found Wade as a good person with high morals and integrity. I
remember following him during his NFL years and remember the game in Minnesota
when the coach put him in and oh my how well he played. I am at a loss for words
but I know that he will see all of his loved ones that have gone on before again and
we will all miss him. Rest in peace Wade, I will not forget you.. May God be of
comfort to your family.

Tim Elmore - February 05 at 03:29 PM

“

Renee Wilson-Carmichael sent a virtual gift in memory of Wade Wilson

Renee Wilson-Carmichael - February 05 at 03:11 PM

“

His mother was my 4th grade teacher.
I thought it was the coolest to have a teacher with the same last name as me, and then
Wade came by A. C. Williams Elementary to visit his mom one day .......... our entire class
got to spend time with him, and we all had a great time.
Looking forward to meeting you again in Heaven.
Renee Wilson-Carmichael - February 05 at 03:14 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Wade Wilson.

February 05 at 10:48 AM

“

I guess I was Wade's first Sports Writer....I well remember his first game in
Commerce, a hard fought contest lost in the waning minutes. But, it was obvious
then he was in for many great games in the future. Goddard is right...it was the smile!

Skipper Steely - February 05 at 09:41 AM

“

My connection, aside from being a football fan, is that Steve Siebenhausen is my
cousin. My husband, Dan and our son and daughter send heartfelt sympathy to
Wade’s family and friends. Wade was so kind to autograph a photo for my son many
years ago and it still hangs in my home.

Leslie Ashley - February 05 at 08:25 AM

“

As a delivery driver for UPS, I delivered to Wade at his home on Mimosa when he
moved to Dallas. We had a few conversations and he always took the time to talk
with me. I wittnessed his closenest with his family and those football games on their
driveway.

Marcus Justice - February 04 at 06:32 PM

“

I remember him as being such a easy going person and friendly. He had such an
awesome smile. He was very kind also. This is how I remember him. He will be truly
missed. Rest In Peace sweetheart.

Mavon Chante Greer Mcmurtrie - February 04 at 02:18 PM

“

Knew Wade when he was playing softball for Border’s Exxon out of Kaufman. I
played for a team that was in the same league. Also played against Wade in a City
basketball league in Terrell Texas. He was still in college at ol ET at the time. Such a
great athlete and a super nice guy. He could have made the pros in any sport. He
was that good. Sure enjoyed following his career and the few times my wife and I ran
into him. Rest In Peace Wade. The Lion Sleeps Tonight. We will miss you.
Harry Power
Forney Texas
ETSU 1973.

Harry Power - February 04 at 01:30 PM

“

I shared with
Larry Goddard ♀ Just looking at Wade's smile, reminds me of how he always
showed himself FRIENDLY
with all of his classmates
He was truly a great
♡☆FRIEND♡☆
I'LL NEVER FORGET "WADE"
SENDING GOD'S PEACE&BLESSING

Mary Wilson-Martin - February 04 at 01:11 PM

“

Wade touched a lot of lives. He was a very special guy. My heart goes out to his
wonderful family. He will be greatly missed.

Pat Steigman - February 04 at 08:11 AM

“

Wilson family, Wade gave me and many others, lots of thrills while he was
quarterbacking the ETSU Lions. I played a little basketball and softball with Wade.
Class man. NFL All Pro. ETSU HOF. RIP, #12, #11...you will be missed. Praying for
all of you Wilsons.

Joe Koesel - February 04 at 12:56 AM

“

Sincere condolences! Your all in my thoughts, heart, and prayers. Wade will not be
forgotten! Love to all his family!

Brenda Moseley-Longhofer - February 03 at 11:48 PM

“

Wade was such a nice man. A gentleman any time you spoke with him. Condolences
to all of his family. I know he will be so missed.

Pam Webb - February 03 at 09:52 PM

“

Much love and prayers to the Wilson family. Many unforgettable memories of our
family and your family!! Thinking of all of you! Sue Davis and family.

Sue Davis - February 03 at 08:48 PM

“

There are no words for the heartbreak we are feeling during this time of sorrow and
mourning for the loss of one of our dearest friends, Wade Wilson. Wade was one of the
kindest men anyone could have the privilege of knowing and calling their friend. There was
not a more gentle soul - a true Texas gentleman - than our dear friend, Wade. We loved
Wade and there has been a hole in our hearts since we learned of his passing on his
birthday. We already had great plans for a road trip this fall with Wade and another Viking
teammate, Bob Bruer, up to Minneapolis for the Viking Reunion Weekend. He was really
looking forward to connecting again with his former Vikings teammates. It was going to be a
great trip! We have cherished our memories of those playing days with the Vikings and
retelling all the former times and stories that can only be done with those who were there
and experienced those times with you. That was Wade. We’ll deeply miss Wade’s wit and
humor and memory recounting those times together. He was there for our daughter’s
wedding reception in Dallas. He was there when our son’s-in-law wanted to fly out for a
Cowboys’ game. We miss you Wade.

Many prayers for comfort and peace from us to

your beautiful children and loved ones. We love you Wade
meet again RIP

With all our hearts—until we

Steve and Jan Riley

Steve Riley (Viking teammate with Wade) - February 09 at 08:31 PM

