Shari Sue Vanderwork
May 15, 1958 - March 4, 2021

Shari Sue Vanderwork was born in Enid, Oklahoma, on May 15, 1958, to Charles H.
Vanderwork and Marydel (Plew) Vanderwork and was raised on a farm just outside of Enid
near Waukomis, Oklahoma. She attended Pioneer School, which her grandfather helped
build, and was active in many rural Oklahoma activities, including 4-H and showing
livestock, specifically Hereford cattle. Through 4-H and with the help of her mother, Shari
learned to become a wonderful seamstress and gave many clothing and cooking
demonstrations, also participating in gardening and canning. During her high school years,
she also participated in a 4-H European exchange program where she spent time in
Sweden living with a family and learning to live a Swedish rural lifestyle. She was a true
farm girl with cosmopolitan style and grace.
Following her graduation from Pioneer High School in 1976, Shari attended Oklahoma
Christian College and then pursued a career as an administrative assistant. In 1995,
Shari’s son Lyric was born, and soon after his birth it was discovered he had been born
with Severe Combined Immunodeficiency, a syndrome which caused him the inability to
fight infection. Lyric’s diagnosis took him and Shari to Houston for treatment at Texas
Children’s Hospital where Lyric subsequently passed away at the age of 18 months. After
Lyric’s death, Shari stayed in the Houston area and began a career as an administrative
assistant in the Ft. Bend Independent School District. In 2013, Shari moved to Grapevine,
Texas, to be closer to family and spent her remaining years serving others (especially the
less fortunate), enjoying life with her personal and church families, and working for
Grapevine-Colleyville Independent School District and Faith Christian School where she
met some of her closest friends and poured her heart into making life better for the
students she served.
Shari passed from this life on Thursday, March 4th, 2021, following an unexpected health
struggle. She was preceded in death by her parents, her brother Danny Earl Vanderwork,
her sister Ramona Ann (Vanderwork) Dobson and husband Max Dobson, and her son
Lyric Elliott Vanderwork. She is survived by her sister Nancy Jane (Vanderwork) Friesen
and her husband Donnie and numerous nieces and nephews who were like children,
grandchildren, and extremely-close friends to her. She will be dearly missed by her family
and friends as she became an integral part of all the lives she touched, always trying to

put others ahead of herself. Her faith in God and his son Jesus Christ was her greatest
blessing and will bring those who loved her poignant inspiration to continue her humble
legacy of loving others, a legacy passed on to her by Jesus himself.
A memorial service for Shari will be held on Saturday, March 13th, at 11:00 am at
Riverside Church of Christ in Coppell (150 E Beltline Road, Coppell, TX, 75019).
For those wishing to donate in honor of Shari, her family requests that donations be made
to Level Pathways at levelpathways.org. Level Pathways exists to help homeless teens
and was a cause Shari lovingly supported.

Comments

“

I'm Shocked and saddened of the news of Shari's Passing. I met Shari on nov.11th
2015 when she purchased her first of many glasses from me. We hit it off due to our
mutual love of dogs and vintage cars. Needless to say I was a fan of her and her dog
Ollie. It amazes me how some people touch our lives with such brief encounters. My
heart goes out to her family and friends. Shari I will miss you, Ollie and your visits !!
Ryan Fender & the guys at Uptown Vision

RYAN W FENDER - March 18 at 04:45 PM

“

I am very saddened to heat of Shari's passing, Nancy. I hadn't kept up with her in
years but I am reading how vastly she affected the lives of others. May God comfort
you.

Suzanne Donaldson Hunter - March 15 at 02:02 PM

“

Think of all of you at this time. It was a lovely memorial service. Shari was a
generous giver of time and servitude...always there for you no matter the
circumstances and always willing to help. We will miss her lovely and lively spirit, the
surprise “how are you doing cards”, and the fellowship we shared when we last got
together.
Love The McCures-Jim, Krystal, Mina, and Sophia

Krystal McCure - March 13 at 08:43 PM

“

Loving you always, The Jackson Family. purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for
the family of Shari Sue Vanderwork.

Loving you always, The Jackson Family. - March 12 at 05:38 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Shari Sue
Vanderwork.

March 12 at 02:52 PM

“

Enjoyed my Sundays in Bible class with Shari. She usually sat on the front row in
front of us. Our class will not be the same.

Betty Lawless - March 11 at 09:05 PM

“

My cousin Shari taught me how to milk a cow and drive a stick-shift pickup at a time
when I couldn't reach the clutch. While I can still drive a stick, I don't think I ever
milked another cow but the memory is so, so vivid. I have such fond memories of her
throughout my entire life. She was so filled with joy and always had great interest and
care for others. I'll always remember her smiling eyes every single time we got
together for family reunions.

Kevin Sabin - March 11 at 09:29 AM

“

Shari was one of the kindest friends we had at Level Pathways. She was always
interested and concerned in the kids we serve. Her sweet smile will be greatly
missed. Bob Harris, Executive Director - Level Pathways.org

Bob Harris - March 09 at 04:09 PM

“

Shari was a precious, caring and sweet person. She cared so deeply for others and
loved well. We will miss her so much. We are praying for your family during this
difficult time. I am sending lots of love and hugs.
- Renee Sal -

Renee Sal - March 09 at 02:50 PM

“
“

“

Shari will be missed greatly by her friends at Colleyville Middle school x
Sue Hurst - March 13 at 12:26 PM

Shari will be missed greatly by her friends at Colleyville Middle school xx
Sue Hurst - March 13 at 12:27 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Shari Sue Vanderwork.

March 09 at 01:20 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to Nancy and her family. It sure sounds like Shari did a lot of
good and will be missed. We hope peace finds you all soon.
-Darrin, Kim, and Sunny Sabin

The Sabins - March 08 at 04:51 PM

