Rory Cleveland Shrum
November 21, 1967 - January 20, 2021

Rory Cleveland Shrum, 53, of Fort Worth TX, passed away peacefully at home on January
20 due to complications from ALS.
Rory graduated United States Air Force Academy in 1990 and went on to become a
decorated pilot who was dedicated to serving his country until he retired in 2012 and
became a corporate pilot. In his spare time, he loved spending time with his family,
traveling, and spending time outdoors specifically skiing, running and biking. Rory was a
man of great faith and inspired others to be their very best.
He was a kind and loving husband to Tanya, as well as an amazing father to their children
Prestin, Brittany & Sabrina. Rory chose to live his life always having great honor and
sharing joy. Any who knew him were touched with his honest heart, unwavering strength
and contagious smile.
Rory is survived by his wife and children and also leaves behind his siblings Dawn and
Eric.
One of Rory’s proudest accomplishments was his family. He always wanted children and
considered himself blessed to have three. His children, Prestin, Brittany and Sabrina
called their dad a superhero, and even as adults, still see him that way. He was always
there for them through their ups and downs, and taught them to enjoy every moment life
has to offer. Rory and Tanya were each other’s one true love and wrote the blueprint for
what a marriage should look like.
Rory’s life was a living example of a favorite Bible verse, Ephesians 4:32 — “And be kind
and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in
Christ.”
But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31

Psalm 121:1-2
I lift up my eyes to the mountains—
where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Rory Shrum Memorial Fund to the link
below:
http://paypal.me/RoryShrumMemorial
“On Monday, February 8, 2021 at 11:00 am, a Live Stream of Rory's Celebration of Life
will be viewable
here: https://video.ibm.com/channel/W629g7cx8Pp

Events
FEB
8

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Lucas Funeral Home - Keller
1601 S. Main, Keller, TX, US, 76248

FEB
8

Graveside Service /Full Honors

02:15PM

Dallas Fort Worth National Cemetery
2000 Mountain Creek Parkway, Dallas, TX, US, 75211

Comments

“

I was one of Rory's fellow squadron members when he was in the 98th Air Refueling
Squadron at Fairchild Air Force Base near Spokane WA and also one of his
classmates at the United States Air Force Academy (Class of 1990). Rory was a
wonderful person and many benefitted from his outstanding Christian example and
poised demeanor. Having lost my mother to ALS and knowing the severity of this
debilitating disease, I commend his family and caregivers for their love and support
of Rory and sympathize with your tremendous loss. This said, may the peace &
comfort of our Lord & Savior surround your family during these times and all take
comfort in knowing that Rory is infinitely healed from his physical afflictions in
Heaven with our Lord and Savior for eternity.

Chris Whitmire - February 20 at 09:42 AM

“

I was one of Rory's squadron commanders at Fairchild AFB in Spokane,
Washington, in the late 1990s. Rory and Tanya were integral members of our
squadron family, and this family was known as the Mighty Fightin' Woodpeckers. The
Woodpecker squadron owes it's unit patch to Walter Lantz, creator of the 1950s
television cartoon "Woody Woodpecker." We were an amazing group of Airmen flying
the venerable Boeing KC-135 "Stratotanker" that's still serving our nation today. Rory
was one of those amazing Airmen who contributed to the success of our squadron in
peace and war. He was a rock of composure, and always jumped in and made things
better or go smoother during a time when the KC-135s were constantly deployed to
multiple locations. I last saw Rory and Tanya in July 2018 when we had a reunion of
Woodpeckers at our home in Pennsylvania. It was during this event that Rory and
Tanya informed the Woodpecker family that Rory was diagnosed with ALS. Rory told
us he was going to fight this disease and help others who may be afflicted with ALS
in the future. As always his attitude and outlook were very positive, and his smile was
vibrant. Our Woodpecker hearts are broken knowing that Rory is no longer part of
our earthly family, but find lasting peace knowing that Rory is whole again and with
our Lord. May God bless Tanya and family, and may they find peace in knowing that
Rory is without pain and is now soaring in heaven.
Mark Ramsay, Retired Lieutenant General, United Stated Air Force

Mark Ramsay - February 08 at 01:01 PM

“

I am Rory''s cousin in Ohio. We went to Dayton Christian together and were in the
same grade. I had not seen him in person since high school as life sent us separate
ways. His love of flying gave him wings and now he is flying with the angels. You will
be so missed, dear cousin. Your strength and courage throughout your life and ALS
struggle will be remembered as well as your faith in our Lord. With love and prayers,
Heidi Marie Baker.

Heidi Marie Baker - February 08 at 09:06 AM

“

RIP Rory, you were a Top Tier Good Guy to know in the USAF and in this life. A
genuinely warm person from the moment we first met.
Prayers for your family during the time of loss.

Monte Young - February 06 at 06:12 PM

“

May the peace & comfort of our Lord & Savior surround your family during these
times. Will miss you Rory - we had some great times at USAFA & Laughlin. Rest In
Peace.

Kevin Yandura - February 03 at 05:32 PM

“

I loved flying T-1s with you Rory. It was nice to have your family as neighbors at
Laughlin AFB. We had a cool trip to Tampa Bay. Love you my brother in Christ.

Richard Kletschka - February 03 at 12:57 PM

“

I had the joy of attending Dayton Christian High School and playing soccer with Rory.
As I was a year behind him I really looked up to his leadership in the classroom and
on the soccer field. I extend heartfelt sympathies to the Shrum family and may you
experience peace and comfort from the God of all comfort.

Brian Holsinger - January 31 at 07:07 AM

“

First of all, may the Lord comfort everyone in Rory’s family. I first met Rory in 7th
grade when I came to Dayton Christian Middle School. We remained friends from
that time on through our years at school. He was always kind and lived a life of
integrity in everything he did. A great example to everyone around him. This is such
sad news for all of us who were blessed to know him but we can definitely be
comforted that he is with his Savior.

Kim (Mays) Hale - January 30 at 10:25 PM

“

Very sorry to learn of Rory’s passing. He was a great guy in high school and became
an even better man. I remember him as very mature and witty. One time during
soccer practice (at the south school) we had a break and I threw a hedge apple and
hit a tree. I made a comment to him about my “uncanny accuracy” and he laughed
and said I should try out for the baseball team; I said I would run track instead.
My deepest sympathy to the entire Schrum family. I rejoice with you knowing that
Rory is in the presence of Our Savior.
Tom Curtin

Tom Curtin - January 29 at 10:29 PM

“

I knew Rory as a high school student at DC. During his freshman year I was given
the job of coaching the JV baseball team and took over midway through the season.
Not knowing that much about baseball coaching, I asked the Varsity coach for some
pointers. His advice was priceless. He said if you are ever in a tough spot call
timeout and go to the mound. Your catcher, Rory will tell you what you need to do.
He was exactly right. I could see in this young freshman catcher, Rory Shrum, the
potential of leadership and greatness. As I have followed him through the years, I
can say he didn't disappoint. Absent from the body present with the Lord.
Dave Jackson

Dave Jackson - January 29 at 09:10 PM

“

I was Rory's Science and Chemistry teacher at Dayton Christian High School,
Dayton, OH. I remember him as being an excellent student. He was mature and
respectful. He worked hard so he could do his best. He had very supportive parents.
We would have devotional times when I would share something from the Bible. He
always seemed to appreciate and enjoy those times as well as our academic time.
So sorry to hear he had been so sick and sorry to hear he had passed away.

Tom Minor - January 29 at 07:09 PM

“

I am Rory's Aunt Sherry. My memories are so many. A Christmas many years ago,
we noticed it was quiet in the den and went in there were 3 little boys eating the
popcorn of the Christmas tree. Rory, Eric and Greg. What a sweet picture we got.
Rod and lived in Tulsa and when Rory was stationed in OK, He would come and
spend the weekend with us and go to church. What a gentle spirited man. We sure
loved our Rory. The picture of him with his plane was such a memory we all have of
him. Rest in peace, no pain just pure joy. Love Aunt Sherry and Uncle Rod

Cheryl Mclain - January 26 at 09:07 PM

“

I am Rory’s cousin Andrea from Ohio. Although I haven’t seen him in many years, I
have many fond memories of him visiting us when I was a child. He always let me sit
on his lap and played with me. I followed him around everywhere and he was always
so kind and loving towards me. His Air Force photo proudly sat in our family room
when I was young and that is how I best remember him. May he enjoy his
homecoming in Heaven. May we all be at peace knowing that Rory is in no more
pain and is FOREVER healed by our Father God!

Andrea Cleveland Richards - January 26 at 08:12 PM

“

I am Rory's cousin Gregory Van Dyke in Michigan. When we were young, I lived with
Rory's family after the death of my father. Rory and his older brother, Eric, were more
like my brother's than cousins. He was a very big part of my life growing up!.

Gregory Van Dyke - January 26 at 08:06 PM

“

I'm Rory's cousin John from Ohio. Although I didn't grow up seeing Rory very often,
one memory definitely stands out. I remember when I was a sophomore in high
school Rory came and spent a weekend with our family. I don't remember the
occasion....but I remember he came. He and I went to the local YMCA one evening
and lifted weights. I remember how strong he was and how proud I was to have my
Air Force pilot cousin lifting weights with me in front of my friends. At that moment
nobody was going to mess with me! I thought it was so awesome. I just remember
how kind and strong and tough he was. Although our age difference and
geographical location kept us from ever being really close, I know he was a kind man
and just a very a very special person. This picture of him by his plane is exactly how I
remember him on that occasion. May you Rest In Peace cousin.

John Emory Cleveland IV - January 26 at 07:28 PM

