Philip John Harris
March 14, 1959 - November 6, 2020

Philip John Harris passed away peacefully at the age of 61 in Fort Worth, Texas, on Friday
November 6, 2020, following a valiant battle with COVID-19, complicated by cancer.
Phil was born in Malvern, England, to parents Marjorie Evelyn Harris and John Walter
Harris who made Plymouth, England, their home.
Phil is survived by his beloved wife of 39 years, Viveanne Harris and loving son Philip
Harris, daughter Sara Burtonwood, grandchildren Olivia, Jamie and Samantha Harris,
brother Martin Harris, sister Susan Harris and many extended family members.
Phil enlisted in the Royal Corps of Signals, British Army, where he served 17 years
primarily in the UK and Germany, most notably as a Sergeant at the Army Apprentice
College, Harrogate, England. After leaving the British Army, Phil earned the Degree of
Bachelor of Arts in Social Work Studies from the University of Salford, England.
Phil was always and forever passionate about his family but equally applied himself
throughout his second career to fighting for families with disabilities in the UK, British
Army, and later in Texas. Phil and Viv moved to Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas, in June 2010
where they helped with the raising of their three grandchildren and Phil also continued his
service in Social Work.
A service was held at the Lucas Funeral Home in Keller, Texas, on Saturday, November
14, 2020. A remembrance to be held in the UK when travel restrictions ease. To watch a
recording of the service please click here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3aE5VttfZsQ
The family ask that in lieu of flowers, memorial contributions be forwarded to the Multiple
Myeloma Research Foundation (https://give.themmrf.org/phil).

Events
NOV
14

Visitation

09:00AM - 10:00AM

Lucas Funeral Home and Cremation Services - Keller
1601 S Main St, Keller, TX, US, 76248

NOV
14

Chapel Service

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Lucas Funeral Home and Cremation Services - Keller
1601 S Main St, Keller, TX, US, 76248

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Lucas Funeral Home - November 13, 2020 at 05:15 PM

“

Sarah and I are heart felt with sadness. This was the sweetest memorial slide of Philip.
Beautiful family with a wonder man. With sincere prayers, Sarah and Denise Queme
Denise Queme - November 14, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Lucas Funeral Home - November 11, 2020 at 03:24 PM

“

I worked with Phil on a social work team in Bolton UK many years ago and he was a
very kind and thoughtful social worker and a great team mate. I’m very sad for your
loss as a family, especially because I think we all knew that family was everything to
him.

Siobhan Loughran - November 20, 2020 at 12:51 PM

“

I worked with Phil for a number of years when he was in Bolton. I’m so very sorry to
hear of his untimely death and my condolences to the family. He was a pleasure to
know and work with, I can see his happy smile now. He was so great in his work with
people with disabilities and a very popular member of our team.
Regards, Isabel Southern

Isabel Southern - November 20, 2020 at 12:32 PM

“

Please accept our deepest condolences for your loss Viv, Philip, Sara and the rest of
your family during one of the hardest times in your life. He was a very special person.
A loving husband, father, grandfather and friend. He lived his life to the fullest with his
soulmate Viv. He will be missed by all who knew him as he never met a stranger. Our
hearts ache for you all and we are praying for you all. Please know that we are here
for you, for any need that you may have. Love Carol and Neal Mire

Carol and Neal Mire - November 16, 2020 at 03:30 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Martin Harris - November 13, 2020 at 03:22 PM

“

Happier times around his 6oth birthday
Martin Harris - November 13, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

I am completely grief struck with this news. He will be greatly missed, as we had
come to look forward to seeing him during meetings and knowing he was just a call
away when we needed help. My daughter, Sarah was a client of his through Easter
Seals - He always showed up with his calm, sweet, caring nature. She was extra
attached as her boyfriend of the past 15 years is also named Phil and living in the
UK. She asks about Phil frequently as she knew he was battling cancer. I consider it
a great blessing to have know and been served by him. The loss is so great, we are
praying for his dear family. I know how much love he had for you as he spoke often
of his grandchildren and family. Thank you so much for sharing his life with our
family.

Karen Brooks - November 12, 2020 at 05:51 PM

“

My heart goes out to his family. My son , Logan was a client of his through Easter
Seals - He was such a sweet, caring passionate man as an advocate for my son with
disabilities. No matter what I called about frantically with an issue about my son’s
case he was always on top of it in a caring manner and made me feel at peace about
the whole situation. I can speak as I am sure for his other clients that he will greatly
missed and feel like their is a hole in my heart

Laurie Wainscott - November 12, 2020 at 04:46 PM

“

You were a good friend, and the best coworker. You were so dedicated to your family and
Easterseals North Texas client's. We will miss you friend. Our hearts are broken. I still
remember our last conversation.

You will live in our hearts. My heart goes out to your

family!
Agnes Turk - November 14, 2020 at 02:52 AM

“

Richard Guest is following this tribute.

Richard Guest - November 12, 2020 at 07:49 AM

“

Dedicated soldier and instructor, well respected, big team player! A sad loss, RIP
Phil.
I feel honoured to have worked with him. Guest 89 A Lightning Troop

Richard Guest - November 12, 2020 at 07:44 AM

“

I joined the Army with Phil in 1975 and we Served together as Sergeant's at
AA C Harrogate where we were neighbours. It is an honour to have known and
served with him. A great guy and friend. Sincere condolences to Viv and the family.

Paul Horton - November 11, 2020 at 07:59 AM

“

I met Viv and Phil while working with Viv at Albertson’s and we fast became close friends.
They both welcomed me into their lives as if I was a part of the family and I always felt
happy and comfortable while visiting with them and the Family. There is definitely a part of
my Heart missing now, and I will always remember your smile and jovial personality Phil
Harris. So saddened you are no longer with us here on earth. Heaven gained another
Angel for sure. May you Rest In Peace always. Respectfully, JORENE Bell
Jorene Bell - November 11, 2020 at 11:53 AM

“

Sgt "Big Phil" Harris was a massive influent in my life. He took us from being boys to
men, shows us how to respect ourselves and others. He installed a sense of
discipline and humility. A real man, who care for the young men in his charge to the
highest standards. Stand easy Phil. Certo Cito

Neil Mcfarlane - November 11, 2020 at 07:00 AM

“

RIP Phil. You have had such lasting impact on everyone you trained. Sleep easy.
Certa Cito

Gary West - November 11, 2020 at 06:03 AM

“

RIP Phil, a good friend gone much too soon, my condolences to Viv and family.

Michael ‘Mac’ McCafferty - November 11, 2020 at 04:27 AM

“

Really saddened to hear the news of Phil’s passing
He was highly respected by those he served with .
RIP mate
Certa Cito

jimmclachlan - November 11, 2020 at 04:22 AM

“

From the lads of intake 89B AAC Harrogate
You took a group of lads from around the land and made them into troops for the
Queen.
You commanded respect and gave us ours
Your fearsome steps made us stand to attention
Your shout was strong and loud
You paced your stick and we marched along
You made us the men we are today and we live our lives with the principles you
taught
Keep marching Phil and will will raise a glass tonight and remember

Robert Brown - November 11, 2020 at 03:23 AM

“

I’d like to echo Rob Brown, Sgt ‘Big’ Phil Harris was a big influence in my early days
as a soldier & played a part of who I am today. Rest in peace Rapier Ranger.

Steve Calvert - November 10, 2020 at 05:45 PM

“

Sgt Phil Harris turned me from a boy into a man I am today, at AAC Harrogate 1989.
I only sent a message last week trying to get in touch, to let him know his lads from
intake 89b were trying to plan a reunion.
Forever grateful for what he did for me, thinking of you all in this difficult time

Robert Brown - November 10, 2020 at 04:54 PM

“

RIP my good pal see you at the next RV

Paul Molloy - November 10, 2020 at 10:59 AM

“

Our hearts go out Phillip's family. We were members of Phillip's Easter Seals family;
that's the way he made us feel. His commitment to his clients over the years is
commendable. He helped us through several tough situations and handled it with
calm and peace. His level of personal concern was a blessing to all of us.
We will miss you, but will remember you fondly.
Our Deepest Sympathy,
Spencer and Melody Kohout

Melody Sue Kohout - November 10, 2020 at 10:21 AM

“

RIP Phil, see you in the Sqn bar when I get there. Graham 'Chippy' Davies, 3 Sqn 7
Signal Regt.

Graham Davies - November 09, 2020 at 06:35 PM

