Michael Dean Michaelis
July 24, 1960 - July 9, 2019

Michael Dean Michaelis, age 58, passed away on July 9, 2019. Mr. Michaelis was born
July 24, 1960 to Gilbert and Roberta Michaelis. He was a 1978 graduate of Alva High
School. He went on to earn a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Oklahoma State
University. Mr. Michaelis met the love of his life in college and married his wife Dana in
Stillwater, Oklahoma, in 1986.
Captain Michaelis spent 27 years as a pilot with American Airlines, and served three years
as the National Safety Committee Chairman for the Allied Pilots Association beginning in
2007, and reassumed his chairmanship with the APA in 2016. He earned his certification
in Aviation Safety and Security from the University of Southern California Viterbi School of
Engineering in 2008.
He served in the United State Air Force for 28 years using the call sign “Taz.” He attained
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel before retiring in 2010. Mr. Michaelis flew F-16s with the
457th, 62nd, and 13th Fighter Squadrons. He also served at the North American
Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD). One of his greatest pleasures was volunteering
with the NORAD Santa Tracker program on Christmas Eve.
Mr. Michaelis volunteered with the Boy Scouts of America and was the founding
Scoutmaster of Troop 555 and previously served as Scoutmaster of Troop 928, both in
Southlake, Texas. He completed two treks at the Philmont Scout Ranch, served on staff at
the 2013 National Boy Scout Jamboree, and was an NRA certified shooting sports
instructor. He completed BSA’s Wood Badge leadership course, and later served as staff
on other Wood Badge and NYLT courses.
He is survived by his wife, Dana, their daughter, Michaela of Argyle, Texas, and their sons,
Austin and Brandon Kyle also of Argyle, Texas. He is also survived by his siblings, Patricia
Michaelis, B.J. Michaelis and Dale Michaelis, as well as several nieces, nephews, cousins
and many friends. He was preceded in death by his parents.
Visitation with the family will be held at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 17, at Milestone
Church located at 201 Mount Gilead Road, Keller, TX 76248. The funeral service will
follow the visitation at 11:00 a.m. at Milestone Church. Burial services will be at 10:15 a.m.
Thursday, July 18, at the Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery. Attendees should be at the
cemetery Public Information Center at 10:00 a.m. in order to join the processional to the

committal shelter.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the Allied Pilots
Association Emergency Relief and Scholarship Fund, 14600 Trinity Blvd., Suite 500, Fort
Worth, Texas 76155-2512.

Events
JUL
17

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Milestone Church
201 Mount Gilead Road, Keller, TX, US, 76248

JUL
17

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Milestone Church
201 Mount Gilead Road, Keller, TX, US, 76248

JUL
18

Graveside Service with Military Honors

10:15AM

Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery
2000 Mountain Creek Parkway, Dallas, TX, US, 75211

Comments

“

Dodi Mabry lit a candle in memory of Michael Dean Michaelis

Dodi Mabry - July 21 at 12:23 PM

“

Saw a flight of two F-16’s over Arlington. They were inbound for your service today. A
very nice day for flying. I’m sure you were watching and loved it. Didn’t know you
personally, but am thankful for you. Rest easy Colonel.
Jason Brantley
Arlington, TX

Jason Brantley - July 18 at 12:17 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of Michael Dean Michaelis.

July 14 at 09:46 PM

“

This reads like he was an outstanding man in many fields....Heaven has another
winner added to the numbers! Prayers of comfort to all....

Dudley & Jeanne Winnp - July 14 at 12:36 AM

“

I am very sorry to hear of Mike's passing.
I grew up about a block from Mike and we had many great times and many
adventures. He was a hardworking and very loyal friend. I was so glad he was able
to be a pilot. It was his lifelong ambition. We all will miss him.
Wade McClure

Wade McClure - July 13 at 01:03 PM

“

Judy Trekell Kirby lit a candle in memory of Michael Dean Michaelis

Judy Trekell Kirby - July 13 at 10:48 AM

“

I remember Mike from high school in Alva. He was always a gentleman and a fierce
competitor . I can tell by his life's work he was a man loved and respected. I am so
sorry for your loss. Sincerely Victoria Morris (formerly Hoffman)

Victoriaorris - July 13 at 08:28 AM

“

i remember Mike living a block from me for most of our lives growing up. We had good
times on Spanish club trips and he was as hard working a guy as i can remember from high
school. A top achiever from our senior class.

mike baldwin - July 13 at 09:22 AM

“

From the first day I was hired at APA, Mike has always been friendly and kind, calling me
"Miss Dodi" and greeting me with a hug and a kiss. He was a wonderful person and so
knowledgeable! He was our go-to person for all safety and training issues and never got
upset if I had to have a pilot call him at home during off hours. Mike was a gentleman and a
professional. He will be greatly missed by all of us. We are heartsick that he has been
taken from us. Please know that our thoughts and prayers are with his dear family.
Dodi Mabry - APA Contract Administrator
Dodi Mabry - July 21 at 12:14 PM

“

Kyla Alvey lit a candle in memory of Michael Dean Michaelis

kyla Alvey - July 12 at 08:34 PM

“

Oh Michael, I am so going to miss the race to see who called who first on our
Birthday.. I am so happy we shared that one thing in common. So many good
memories were made over the years, the laughs the sorrows all made us who we
are. Say hi to Garrett for me my nephew. I miss you both.

Linda Bethel - July 12 at 08:18 PM

“

What an amazing life. Tho I only knew him in high school, it was obvious that he was
a very focused man. The whole Michaelis family members have exhibited strength
and devotion in every situation they’ve faced.
BJ, Tricia, Dale... much love and respect in memories

susan vineyard - July 12 at 07:56 PM

“

Most amazing brother, husband, father, friend you could imagine. He has been my
inspiration and motivation my entire life. There is no replacing him, my sorrow and
feeling of loss have never been deeper. Put simply I love Mike and will never forget
his support, encouragement, honor, integrity, and sense of pride. Love you Brother
Mike!

BJ Michaelis - July 12 at 07:48 PM

“

“

Sorry for your loss.
kyla Alvey - July 12 at 08:33 PM

Kathryn Racette lit a candle in memory of Michael Dean Michaelis

Kathryn Racette - July 12 at 07:33 PM

“

Natalie Case Gifford lit a candle in memory of Michael Dean Michaelis

Natalie Case Gifford - July 12 at 06:25 PM

“

Raymond Knabe lit a candle in memory of Michael Dean Michaelis

Raymond Knabe - July 12 at 05:43 PM

