Lois Janell Baker
September 29, 1943 - December 31, 2018

Janell Baker, 75, of Grapevine, TX, formerly of Houston, TX, left us unexpectedly to join
her Heavenly family on December 31, 2018 after battling Alzheimer’s disease for the past
18 months.
Janell was born to Henry and Virgie Tanner on September 29, 1943 in Herod, Illinois.
Janell graduated from Cave in Rock High School in Illinois and left for Indianapolis after
graduation. She then moved to Houston where she met her husband, Ken Baker. When
their son was born, he became the center of her life. They made many memories over the
years from crabbing at the park to playing sports to baking and making music, crafts, and
much more. She then went on to study Behavioral Science at the University of Houston
Clear Lake where she graduated with both a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree.
Janell was an extremely talented woman in many walks of life. She loved to use her
talents to better the lives of others. In addition to serving her family, she enjoyed
volunteering at the Brooks Fire Department, volunteering as a counselor at church,
delivering meals on wheels both early and later in life, working as a career counselor at
the University of Houston Clear Lake, serving in Adult Education for Harris County. This
passion and dedication to others impacted lives across the state of Texas and throughout
the country. One of her other many passions was creating masterpieces through
crocheting, sewing, cross-stitching, wood-working, and painting. These masterpieces were
enjoyed at her home, her businesses, and through donations to hospitals and others in
need. In addition to crafts and her career, Janell enjoyed learning about history and other
civilizations, archaeology, gardening and traveling the world. Above all, Janell enjoyed
spending time with her family and grandchildren.
Janell joins her mother, father, and sister Donna (Tanner) Thompson in Heaven. She is
survived by her husband Ken Baker, son Travis Baker, his wife Michelle, and
grandchildren Sophie, Lizzie, and Brenden, three brothers, Jerry and Sandie Tanner,
Henry and Cecilia Tanner, and Ron and Sherry Tanner, two sisters, Sue (Tanner) Smith,
and Harold and Peggy (Tanner) Hergert, and numerous other family members.
A memorial service will be held at Lucas Funeral Home in Grapevine, TX on January 19,
2019 at 2pm.
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Lucas Funeral Home - Grapevine
700 W Wall Street, Grapevine, TX, US, 76051

Comments

“

TALAE Board Members purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family of
Lois Janell Baker.

TALAE Board Members - January 18 at 03:50 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Lois Janell Baker.

January 17 at 07:53 PM

“

My condolences to the family of Janell. I was fortunate enough to work with her
during her service to TALAE. Janell was extremely knowledgeable and she was
always willing to share her knowledge. I always appreciated our conversations and
our love for Godiva chocolates. I truly respected her work and enjoyed her free spirit.
She made an impact in AE in Texas. May she rest and peace and may you find
comfort in your most cherished memories.
Mary Helen Martinez
San Marcos, Texas

Mary Helen Martinez - January 17 at 03:18 PM

“

So sorry to learn of your loss. Janell was a wonderful and talented person as you all
know and family was so important to her as was her work. I knew her from working
with her in Adult Education. Cherish your memories of her. God bless you all.
Barbara Tondre

Barbara Tondre - January 16 at 06:25 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Lois Janell Baker.

January 15 at 08:53 PM

“

Janell was a great help to us at Advocacy Outreach in Elgin during her time at Texas
LEARNS. Her commitment to excellence was motivating and her leadership
contributed to program performance that enhanced the quality of many lives. We still
receive reports from parents about their success and the success of the Even Start
children who are now getting into colleges and fulfilling life dreams. Janell was one
who changed the world she lived in.

Beth Rolingson - January 15 at 03:06 PM

“

Janell was a remarkable person. She is one of the people I looked up to in Adult
Education. She will be missed.

Glenda Rose - January 15 at 11:26 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Lois Janell Baker.

January 14 at 06:15 PM

“

Blanca Licon lit a candle in memory of Lois Janell Baker

Blanca Licon - January 14 at 01:14 PM

“

I live in Tyler, TX, and I work in adult education. Janell was always an inspiration to
me. However, I did not have any idea about ALL the things she excelled in and did. It
comes as no surprise since Janell was on the smartest people I have ever known.
My sincere condolences to you the family. I hope you can find comfort in knowing
that Janell touched lives in a positive away all over Texas and probably beyond.
Nancy Crawford
Executive Director
Literacy Council of Tyler

Nancy Crawford - January 14 at 11:29 AM

“

I always enjoyed visiting with Janell in the hall at AE State meetings. So sorry to hear
this news. She will be missed in the AE Community.
David Borden

David Borden - January 14 at 10:43 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Lois Janell Baker.

January 14 at 09:07 AM

“

What a beautiful person inside and out. I knew Janell as always being adventurous
and having great stories of when she and friend Annette first went to Texas. She was
always unique and intriguing and such a big personality. I will treasure the memories
I have of spending time with her.
Many thoughts and prayers to Travis and his family and to Ken. My heart knows what
you are going through. Please reach out any time.
Warmest thoughts and prayers for peace,
Jo

Lynnette Burton - January 14 at 07:32 AM

“

I worked with Janell at Adult Education. I carpooled with her for a time and found it
really easy to talk with her. We talked about archeology and the future of adult
education, specifically entering and retrieving data. But her face really lit up talking
about her pride, Travis.
I learned from her and I am grateful for her friendship and support. My deepest
condolences.
Elvira Dixon

Elvira - January 11 at 09:26 PM

“

I can remember Janelle when she came down to conduct a training for the Irving crew. It
was during the transition time and she really did a great job settling the nerves of many of
the team members in a very "down to earth" kind of way - she was hilarious. I will always
appreciate her for taking the time to lend us a hand - She was a great help and we will miss
her.
Delia Watley - January 14 at 02:02 PM

“

Janelle was a member if our craft group at the Boy' Ranch in Bedford. We are all so
sorry for your loss. We have tried to contact Janelle for over a year, and now
understand why we did not reach her. Our prayers and thoughts are with you and
your family. JackieSchouten

Jackie Schouten - January 11 at 04:39 PM

“

My name is Gayla Rawlinson Maynard from Harris County Department of
Education's Center for Grants Development. I worked closely with Janell on several
grant projects. I was always so impressed by her passion for her work and the
knowledge she shared with us. I thoroughly enjoyed working with her.
I am sending my thoughts and prayers to you.

Gayla - January 11 at 09:30 AM

“

With Deepest Sympathy Gift Basket was purchased for the family of Lois Janell
Baker.

January 11 at 09:25 AM

“

My deepest sympathies go out to you and your family.
It was an honor to have worked under her great leadership when she was HCDE
Director. Sincere condolences.
Maria P Ali
HCDE
Baytown Learning Center.

Maria P Ali - January 10 at 08:29 AM

“

I missed Janell very much when she left HCDE Adult Ed, and I will miss her even
more now. I learned so much about Adult Ed, because of her; I became a TEAMS
trainer because of her; she was my TEAMS mentor; I am who I am and know what I
know in Adult Ed because of her. Janell was not just a wonderful lady and friend, but
she was a great leader, educator and director. I will forever be thankful to Janell for
her support, leadership and friendship. My most sincere condolences and prayers to
her family, and may they find comfort in knowing that Janell was loved and respected
by the many people she touched. - Bill Medina

Bill Medina - January 09 at 11:47 PM

“

It was a great pleasure working with Janell at HCDE! I was the budget coordinator for
many years under her direction and I can still hear her say..." It's not gonna happen
Angie" this pretty much meant that she didn't approve the purchase. Janell was
extremely frugal...until she became a Grandma! It was then that I saw a different side
of her. We made endless trips to Gymboree for the arrival and later birthdays of her
sweet Sophie.
I will forever cherish her leadership and friendship.
Sincerely,
Angie

Angie De Leon - January 09 at 03:40 PM

“

We are sorry for your loss, our thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult
time.
Janell will be greatly missed and always be in our hearts and memories.
Harris County Department of Education
The Adult Education Division Family

Janie - January 09 at 03:32 PM

“

Janell and I had a standing belated birthday gift celebration. My church's rummage
sale was always the first Saturday in October, just after her birthday. The first year of
our "tradition" I brought her a really pretty, healthy plant. She was gracious and
enjoyed it, but in later years the plants were less healthy and needed saving. She
really seemed to prefer the plants that needed the most care and while in her care
they always flourished. The joke then became that I would bring plants "leftover" at
the end of the sale and she would rescue them.
Such was the case of so many whom she touched while working in adult education.
She rescued and we flourished.
She was a gifted, innovative educator who fought for literacy.
I will miss her and was blessed to call her friend.
Kay Vaccaro

Kay Vaccaro - January 09 at 03:28 PM

