Jack G Dyess
July 25, 1939 - June 5, 2019

MAJOR JACK G DYESS (US ARMY RETIRED)
Jack was born and raised in Dallas, Texas. He received his Bachelor of Science Degree
from the University of Omaha and his Master of Science from The University of
Nebraska/Omaha. He enlisted at the age of 19 in the military and retired 35 years later as
a Major in the US Army. He is a decorated veteran having served two tours in Viet Nam as
a combat engineer. While in the Army, he participated in the 1976 Montreal Olympics on
the US Orienteering team. He was elected as President of the US Orienteering Federation
in 1973 and coached the Ohio University team to three national championships. His
passion for the sport lead him to publish a book which is still in use at the college level.
After instructing at the university level, Jack was the JROTC instructor in the Fort Worth
School District at Trimble Tech High School and Southwest High School. Often while at
dinner or an activity, it was common to hear ‘Major Dyess, do you remember me?’
Jack’s love for boating began at a young age. He formed DFW Maritime and as the lead
instructor for US Coast Guard Captain’s licensing held a Captain’s license in the US
Merchants Marines, 100 Gross Tons. Often he was requested to serve as an expert
witness in boating accident cases. As one of 22 active Instructor Evaluators for the
American Sailing Association (ASA), he held 19 ASA certifications.
Governor Rick Perry commissioned Jack an Admiral in the Texas Navy in 2007 as
recognition of his service to his Country, his State, and his City. He represented the
citizens of Haltom City from 2012-2016 on the City Council, and served a term as Mayor
Pro Tem.
As an avid military history enthusiast, he visited over 100 Civil War battlefields as well as
numerous World War II battlefields in Europe.
His love of teaching drew him to the Texas Civil War Museum, where he served as a

docent and speaker, constantly looking for ways to engage the public with this part of
American history. He was a popular speaker and traveled the country giving his
PowerPoint presentations on all aspects of American history.
He was a member of the Reserve Officers Association, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Order
of the Southern Cross, Order of the Blue and Gray, charter member of the Order of the
Vietnam War, and charter member of Society of Steel Magnolias. Other memberships
included Society of Independent Southern Historians, life member in the Sons of
Confederate Veterans, and the Military Order of Stars and Bars where he served as State
Society Commander 2015-2017.
Jack loved to dance, competing, and winning many swing dance competitions throughout
Texas. When asked what was his most interesting experience he would always say
teaching actress, Julia Roberts, to country-western dance while appearing in a movie with
her and Willie Nelson in 1992.
Even in death, Jack continues to give back. His relationship with his stepson showed him
the importance of organ and tissue donations. His parting gift through Life Gift donation
has allowed a burn victim to be given the gift of hope at a time when he or she must have
been feeling lost.
Jack is survived by his wife Diane Agerton Dyess of Haltom City; daughters LTC (Ret)
Jackie L. Dyess and husband COL (Ret) David P. Sigler of San Antonio, and Doris Elaine
Dyess Hughes and husband MSG (Ret) Jimmie Hughes of Colorado Springs; StepGrandson Javon Hughes and wife Amy Hughes and Great Granddaughter Alyvia Hughes;
Grandson Navy Seaman Dominick Jack Hughes and wife Candace Hughes; and
Granddaughter Nina Hughes and Great Grandson Apollo Hughes, all of Colorado Springs.
Memorials in lieu of flowers may be made to The Texas Civil War Museum Endowment or
to the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
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Comments

“

Jack and I worked together while promoting boating safety around Joe Pool Lake. He
worked for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Boating Education Division while the
Education Director was called up to active duty. As I would perform Safety Patrols for
the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, I would see Jack out on the lake, coaching at his
Sailing School. One of the students tasks was to hold a steady course in the
changing winds. It was a standing joke that I would bring out an extra coffee, and
exchange cups while we passed. I would approach while the student held a steady
course and we would exchange greetings - and cups. Jack really enjoyed his hot
coffee. He was dedicated to promoting boating safety. We would run across each
other at training and education events. Always the consummate gentleman.

Mark Pritchard - June 13 at 05:38 AM

“

I met Jack in October 2010 when I had just become a UDC Chapter President and
was under fire by a local SCV camp. Jack stepped up to be my protector and never
strayed from that position. He was a welcome guest speaker at my Chapter's
meetings and always was there for a great big hug whenever I was at a mutual event
with him. I will miss him so very much. Heartfelt condolences to Diane and the family.
Karen Pieroni, Dallas 6 UDC

Karen - June 13 at 12:04 AM

“

Thanks to Commander Dyess for inducting me into the SCV. He was a regular at the
secessionist conventions sponsored by the Abbeville Institute, where I always looked
forward to sounding his views on the viability of secession for the present day. He will
be missed.

Terry Hulsey - June 12 at 10:12 AM

“

Anita Daniel and Stephanie Daniel Kreiling purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Jack G Dyess.

Anita Daniel and Stephanie Daniel Kreiling - June 10 at 04:40 PM

“

Julia Jackson #141 purchased the Sacred Duty Spray for the family of Jack G Dyess.

Julia Jackson #141 - June 10 at 04:00 PM

“

Jack was a delight and was the consummate sailor. I remember once losing motor
power while out on his sailboat and he docked it in a tight marina and slip under sail.
I was in awe at his mariner skills! Will miss him dearly!

Steve Hall - June 09 at 09:46 AM

“

I thought this posted with my Memory of Him.... But this is how I will always
remember Major Dyess!
One last memory.... To be told Well Done by Him, was a HUGE accomplishment and
it meant something.... At least for me it did.
I sought to be the best Cadet possible. While He taught me to be a Leader, He also
taught me submission without question when it called for that. Everything has a time
and place... Major Dyess made my time in High School memorable.
Rest in Peace Dear Sir. Thank You for Your Service!

Frankie Dennis - June 08 at 04:50 PM

“

I remember Major Dyess with fond memories of High School. He was Commanding
Officer at Trimble Tech High School along with Sgt. Simmon while I was there, 19811985.
I have accredited much of my adult viewpoints to what I was taught in JROTC. Major
Dyess helped shape my life. He taught me to make quick decisions and how to do
what I had to do even when it seemed impossible.
One major thing that stuck with me my whole life was learning that even though my
natural instincts were to follow, He shoed me and taught me to be a Leader. He
taught me to step up and take charge confidentiality when I needed to and to not wait
on someone else to take charge.

He taught me to not make hasty decisions, but to learn all I can and to make
informed decisions. He also taught me that not everyone will like me and that it didn't
matter if someone liked me or not, that when I made an informed decision to stand
behind it and not let others opinion of me stop me from leading.
Major Dyess taught me so much in the short time I had with Him. I just wanted His
Family to know.
I haven't gotten to see Major Dyess sense High School, But He has always been with
me.
I lost track of Him when He left Tech. It sounds like He never changed and touched
many people's lives in a positive way.

Frankie Dennis - June 08 at 04:39 PM

“

So sorry for the typos... Not sure if I made them or my cell changed the words. But I hope I
am understood.
Frankie - June 08 at 04:42 PM

“

I enjoyed serving on the Haltom City Council with Jack, My favorite memory of him
was the ride from Houston to Kema to see his boat with other Council Members,
while attending a TML conference.

Darlene Hooks - June 08 at 04:00 PM

“

I remember Jack asking me if he could join our camp. I said of course no problem, he
mentioned to me that he was the Mayor Pro Tem of Haltom City. I figured this man
was going to fix our broken camp. He ended up being the Commander the next year.
He was the best thing that happened to our camp. Jack was a go getter! He changed
the entire Texas Division for the better and I am so sorry to not see him at the front
table with us. I know this he will be with us forever!

Allen Hearrean - June 08 at 03:25 PM

“

A great moment in golf was when Jack teed up and struck the ball. His comment
upon the results was, "Stupid Game!". He was right!

Joel Welch - June 08 at 03:12 PM

“

As former Mayor, I remember when Councilmember Jack Dyess spoke everybody
listened. He had a very diversified live and had many talents. May God Bless all.
Jack O. Lewis
Former Mayor
Haltom City, Tx. 76117

Jack O. Lewis - June 08 at 03:03 PM

“

My fondness memory was the day I met him for the 1st time to ask permission to
marry his daughter. I was a E-5 in the Army. He was upstairs in the attic building a
wall. He looked at me and told me to hold a hammer. I stood there holding this
hammer for about 20 minutes. He took the hammer put 4 nails in the paneling and
gave it back to me. He stood up looked me in the eyes and said "Now you can tell
your friends you have seen an officer do some work" and shook my hand. Then he
proceed to tell me to finish nailing the board up for him. We talked for 2 hours as I
help him finish the room in the attic.
With great sorrow I'm going to miss you Major Dad
Your Son-in-Law
Jimmie A. Hughes Jr.
Retired 1SG/MSG

Jimmie A Hughes - June 06 at 05:48 PM

“

Lots of great memories watching my friends in JROTC with Daddy Jack. My dad wouldn’t
let me join in high school, but I joined ROTC in college. Was very proud to be part of the
cadre for the Fort Sill week 1986! He served people his whole life, great sense of humor,
adventurer...hot air balloons to sailing ships...only retired Army Major that I know that was
named Admiral in Texas Navy...A life well lived... was an honor to know him. Prayers for his
family!!!
Muriel Anne Ables Buie - June 07 at 11:39 PM

“

Jack was one of the closest friends I have ever had. I will miss him,as will many other
people and organizations. Rest in Peace my friend. DEO VINDICE!
Russ Lane

Russell - June 08 at 02:28 PM

“

I first met Jack in 2010 when he joined the R. E. Lee Camp in Ft Worth. After I moved to
Harlingen and became Co-Chair of the Palmito Ranch 150th Anniversary events there, we
needed a speaker and i asked Jack if he could speak on the Texas Navy. Jack came and
spoke at the event. I got to see him for about 3 minutes as I was so busy with over seeing
the activities. When it was over I went looking for Jack and he had already gone. I never
got the opportunity to properly thank him at the event. Luckily, I was able to see him the
following year at a state reunion and and thank him properly. Jack will be missed sorely by
all that knew him.
Craig Stone
Craig - June 08 at 03:12 PM

“

Diane---I am so sorry for this great loss. You know we felt like Jack was "one of us." He
spoke to our groups and supported you in so many ways as you did your work with all the
lineage groups. I so admired his experience, his service to our country,and all his
knowledge of history. We feel your loss too. Know that we are all praying for you. Debbie
Pearson
Debbie Pearson - June 11 at 07:09 PM

