Gilbert Ray Muhlenbruch
May 15, 1932 - January 28, 2021

The world lost a compassionate gentleman, Gilbert R. Muhlenbruch, age 88, who died
peacefully at home on Thursday, January 28, 2021 in Grapevine, Texas. Gil and his wife
Frances had just relocated near family in Grapevine after spending over 60 years in
Wappingers Falls, NY.
Gil was born in Dows, Iowa on May 15, 1932 to the late Art and Ione Muhlenbruch. He left
the farming life for military service and while stationed in New Jersey, he met and married
Frances, the love of his life. They lived in Iowa while he pursued a degree in Electrical
Engineering from Iowa State University and upon graduation moved to Wappingers Falls
where he worked for IBM from 1960-1993.
Gil was a dedicated family man. He is survived by his wife Frances of 64 years, and their
4 children and families: Nanette Neelan (Colorado), Lynne Muhlenbruch and spouse Ron
Grimes (Texas), Curtis and Amelia Muhlenbruch (St. Kitts), and Melissa Muhlenbruch
(Maryland). He is survived by his granddaughter Christine Horstmeyer, her spouse
Michael, and great granddaughters Zoe and Ellie (Texas); and grandsons Michael, Jacob
and Robbie Fields (Maryland). Additionally he leaves behind his loving brothers and
sisters in Iowa: Herb (deceased)) and Jane Muhlenbruch, Delbert and Kathy
Muhlenbruch, Shirley and Arnold (deceased) Klemme, Darwyne and Linda Muhlenbruch,
and Neil and Kathie Muhlenbruch.
Gil was passionate about his civic duties. He loved spending time with the Knights of
Columbus, where he enjoyed many years of service including Grand Knight, He was also
very active in St. Mary’s Church, serving as one of their first Eucharist Ministers.
Family and friends remember Gil’s gentle, caring, light-hearted human spirit. He was
always there to listen, advise, and give a helping hand.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to St. Mary’s Church, Wappingers, NY or St.
Jude’s Children Research Hospital. There will be a celebration of his life later in the year.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Mass

Melissa Muhlenbruch - March 01 at 09:54 PM

“

Thank you all for the memories shared. For anyone who would like to watch the
funeral mass for my grandpa, we are live streaming it through facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/events/1094604704300175/. It is public so you do not
have to be a facebook member. It will be 2/26/21 at 11 am. We will try to record it as
well for those not able to watch live who would like to see it. Thank you all for your
kind words and prayers.
-Christine Horstmeyer

Christine Horstmeyer - February 25 at 11:07 PM

“

Thinking of all of you... sharing some photos...
Wendy Daum

Wendy Daum - February 05 at 06:44 PM

“

Mom, Curt, Nanette, Lynne, Melissa, Ron, Christine, Michael, Zoe, Ellie, Michael,
Jacob, Robbie and other members of the Muhlenbruch family...
I have been sitting here for a long time trying to come up with the right words to say,
to ease your pain. The truth is, i can't. There is nothing i could ever say to ease your
sorrow.
I am so sorry for your loss. While i can't take it away, i hope this poem will bring you a
little bit of comfort during these challenging times...
Remembering Dad
We thought of him with love today,
But that is nothing new.
We thought of him yesterday,
And days before that too..
We do not need a special day to bring him to our minds.
The days we do not think of him, are very hard to find.
For those we love can never be,
More than a thought apart,
As long as there's a memory
He'll live forever in our hearts...

Dad is gone, yet he is not.
The memories of him will live eternally with us.
Be comforted in the memories you have of him.
Much love and Prayers
Amelia " Cutie"Muhlenbruch
Daughter-in-law.
Amelia Muhlenbruch - February 05 at 11:25 AM

“

So Sorry to hear about Gil's Passing, He was a Great Guy with a Super Sense of
Humor... The Muhlenbruch's were Part of Our Riverview Family and Knights of
Columbus Crew... I have many fond Memories of our Times together... My Sincere
Condolences to Fran and the Rest of the Family, He will be Missed...
Steven Tokarz

Steven Tokarz - February 04 at 06:25 PM

“

Fran and family sorry for your loss. Gil and family were like relatives to me. I
remember Holidays, cook outs and general dinners at your house and ours. I
remember trips to Wilcox parks and trip to Lake George. I did not talk much but
learned from listening to Gil. He gave me great advice when I needed it the most.

Rich Trocino - February 04 at 06:00 PM

“

Hi Fran,
It is with regret we learned about passing of Gil. Our prayers are with you and we
pray for the happiness of his soul. May his soul RIP.
Jitu and Hema

Jitendra Patel - February 04 at 05:11 PM

“

Fran, my condolences to you and your family. Gil was one of the great ones, not only
to the Knights of Columbus where he spent many hours, but as a great human being.
He will be missed by everyone who came in contact with him. I will forever treasure
his friendship. God Bless.
Dave Harvatin

Dave Harvatin - February 03 at 11:25 AM

“

Fran and your family. Gil was a very special human being and Heaven has just
gained a very spiritual man. I have many great memories of this great knight
especially when he took us "boys of #1646/770) to St. Patrick's Cathedral in Chevy
Station wagon back in 1993 for first Color Corps Right to Life Mass with Cardinal
O'Connor that New York State Council Sponsored. We were young with 21 new Sir
Knights freshly knighted and what a fantastic experience we had being inside the
cathedral right next to the Cardinal. I still remember Gil; our proud Faithful Navigator
was so happy showing off their newly Sir Knights Color Corps to the rest of the New
York State Council. I knew then Gil was a special man by his dedication to the
Knights of Columbus Order and how proud he was of being a Roman Catholic. Gil
was emotional that day as we prepared to participated in this special mass. Gil
taught us life lessons and how to negotiate to work together. We learned a lot from
Gil and were proud to call him our friend. Over the years great Knights like Gil just
comes around one in one hundred. He gave us leadership to become the leaders we
grew into and I thank Mr. Muhlenbruch for passing that on to all of us! Thank you, Gil,
you’ll always be in our hearts as we carry on the tradition of being 3rd and 4th
Degree Knights of Columbus. Gil, like all of us LOVE Wappingers Council #1646 and
Wappingers Assembly #770 Knights of Columbus and in June 2021 we will honor
him putting his brick at the Right to Life Walkway at St. Mary’s Lady of The Falls for
our deceased 4th Degree Sir Knights. Gil, God speed my friend in Heaven! You now
join the honors of other great Knights of Columbus brothers enjoying that Manhattan
with Peter, Dominic, Nicky, Tommy C. and all the Wappingers Knights of Columbus
gentlemen. Until we meet in Heaven Worthy Sir Knight, God bless you my friend.
Viva Jesus!!
Kim and Jaybo Simons

Jaybo Simons - February 03 at 12:50 AM

“

Very thoughtful
Nanette - February 03 at 09:17 PM

“

6 files added to the album Family

Melissa Muhlenbruch - February 02 at 11:02 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I am sure his memory will live on in stories, and shared
admiration.

wendy L Bigelson - February 02 at 04:24 PM

“

“

Thank you so much Wendy.
Nan - February 04 at 03:13 PM

I very fondly remember when my husband, Dave, and I took our children on a trip to
the East Coast. We stayed several nights with Uncle Gil and Aunt Fran. We all
thoroughly enjoyed our visit. I also remember visiting two other times, once when I
was probably in about third or fourth grade. Uncle Gil guided us to our sight seeing
sites in NYC. It was my first experience with a subway system, quite an experience
for a child use to a small town in Iowa who grew up on a farm. And then there were
all the times Mom and Dad told us Uncle Gil and the family were coming to Iowa. I
know Dallas and I always looked forward to those visits and getting to play/hang out
with our New York cousins. So glad our extended family was able to get together as
much as we did even though separated be distance! Aunt Fran, Nanette, Lynne,
Curtis and Melissa, love you all and wish I could be there with you to hear and talk
about all the good memories.

Lori J Seawel - February 02 at 02:01 PM

“

Gil and I took our degrees together and became brother Knights and best friends.
Carol and I and many of our friends went on cruises with Fran & Gil...
Our loss is certainly a gain for Jesus...Prayers and blessings to the family..

lou tokarz - February 02 at 12:58 PM

“

1 file added to the album Family

Lynne Muhlenbruch - February 02 at 09:42 AM

“

My deepest condolences to Melissa, Fran, and the entire family. We spent quite a bit
of time at the Muhlenbruch house when we were teenagers, and Gil was always so
nice - talking to us, asking us about things, and of course, giving a bit of ribbing! He
was a gentle, kind and funny man and I was so sorry to hear of his passing. All my
love to the family.

Stacey Friends - February 01 at 08:26 PM

“

12 files added to the album Family

Lynne - February 01 at 07:31 PM

“

Michelle Lundy is following this tribute.

Michelle Lundy - February 01 at 06:27 PM

“

28 files added to the album Family

Melissa Muhlenbruch - February 01 at 05:22 PM

“

“

You have my sympathy and prayers.
Doris Ball - February 02 at 10:45 AM

Fran and family - We feel as if we lost a member of our family. Gil was one of the
most compassionate men I have ever known. Your friendship of over 50 years is
incomparable and something I will always treasure. Sal loved Gil like a brother. Now
they will be together. My sincerest sympathies for your tremendous loss. Love
forever. Marianne

Marianne Trocino - February 01 at 04:15 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy Muhlenbruch family, you are in our
thoughts and prayers, Michael and Joanne Catoggio
Joanne Catooio - February 02 at 12:41 PM

“

My friend and Brother Knight, your absence from our council was a shock to know
you moved but to know that you are no longer home with your family is hard to take.
You are missed more than you know. May you RIP in The Arms of Our Lord. Our
condolences to Fran and your family. BARB AND RUSS

Russell Roberti - January 31 at 05:56 PM

“

love you Gil may you rest in peace

john gorman - January 31 at 03:37 PM

“

Gil will be missed and his smiling face and friendship will never be forgotten. Rest In
Peace my friend. May God keep you by his side.
Fred and Barbara Policastri

Fred Policastri - January 31 at 12:55 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Jim Mortillaro - January 31 at 12:20 PM

