Elmer Lee Banks
March 23, 1939 - February 10, 2022

The Reverend Elmer L. Banks, our Husband, Father, Grandfather, Brother, Pastor and
friend, passed away on February 10, 2022, in Fort Worth, Texas. He would have been 83
in just one month. He was born March 23, 1939, in Lampasas, Texas. His parents were
Freddie Howard and Rosa Kelly Banks. Elmer lived in Lampasas all of his childhood and
in Texas most of his life.
He proudly served our country and was honorably discharged from the United States
Army.
He graduated from Lampasas High School in Lampasas Texas and the Baptist Bible
College in Springfield, Missouri with a degree in Theology. He was ordained as a Baptist
Minister and pastored 3 churches with over 60 years of ministry. His first church was
Killeen Baptist Temple in Killeen, Texas for 7 years, then Northwest Baptist Church in
Peoria, Illinois for 10 years and his beloved Victory Baptist Church in Haltom City, Texas,
for 39 years. His great love and the driving force of his life was preaching the gospel and
telling people about Jesus; he led others to do the same. He cherished the members of
his churches. He was humbled when countless adults approached him while in the
community to thank him for sharing the gospel and for being a positive influence in their
lives.
Athletic and adventurous, Elmer played varsity basketball during his Lampasas high
school days and held a long-standing state record for scoring the most points in one
game. Later, his passion became playing golf and watching the Cowboys play football.
One of his favorite past times was sharing Lampasas and ministry stories.
He had numerous siblings from both the Banks and Arms families. The Banks are:
Freddie Howard Jr., William Ray, Robert, Jimmy, Linda and Jeanette. The Arms are:
Wanda, Wayne, Kathy, Jane, Neal and Elizabeth.
Pastor Banks has two daughters, Debbie Banks of Fort Worth and grandson, Keaton and

his wife Amy and Darla Garrett of Fort Worth and her husband, Wayne and grandson,
Braydon. He had one son, Lash Banks and his wife, Stacey and their children, Caris,
McKenna, Bennett and Camden. In addition, the Banks family adopted two friends as
daughters, Joan Mathes and Diane Keenan. He also has spiritual children and friends,
members of his churches who meant the world to him.
And then there is Jean, the girl with the red hair who captured his heart when he was a
freshman in college and has been his faithful wife and ministry partner over 62 years.
A full life, a great legacy and much love given and received; he never planned to retire. So
now he is waiting for us with new stories to tell.
The family expresses heartfelt gratitude to his incredible caregiver, Lou Ann Mitchell, an
employee of Home Instead, for compassionate care as well as many bacon and egg
breakfasts. We are grateful to Community Hospice, to Traci, Martha and Julia for their
many visits to our home and the emotional and physical support. In addition, we are truly
grateful to Michael Sparks Assisted Living and his caring staff for their care during Elmer's
final days and transition into heaven. Thank you to our dear friends, to Pastor Fletcher and
to Victory Baptist Church for your love and support through the years and especially
during this difficult time. We love you all and have been truly blessed by each of you.

Events
FEB
18

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Victory Baptist Church
2910 Layton Avenue, Haltom City, TX, US, 76117

FEB
19

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Victory Baptist Church
2910 Layton Avenue, Haltom City, TX, US, 76117

FEB
21

Committal Service

11:00AM

Roselawn Memorial Park
3801 Roselawn Dr., Denton, TX, US, 76207

Comments

“

Brother Banks was My pastor while attending Northwest Bapist in Peoria IL..I'm
thinking I was around 6 or 7 when I started attending and attended till I was 17 or
so..The last time I seen Brother Banks he Was the one who married my sister and
her Husband... I listened closely to his sermons and I enjoyed them then one day it
hit me that I Didn't want to die and go to hell.as I was lead by one of my Sunday
school teachers as she asked me why I was crying.Brother Banks gently took my
hand and we knelt down by his couch and he lead me to Christ..And later I was
Baptisted by him.. My life has had its upside and downs twist and turns if it wasn't for
Brother Banks Preaching from his heart I don't think I'd be Saved to day.. There are a
few other people that taught ne about Our Lord and Savior and he is at the top.Rest
Easy Brother Banks your home with OUR savior..Savior.. how Heaven is
rejoicing...Alot of Church members from Norther West Baptist is glad to see you..
My Sincere Condolences to the Banks family..

Pamela Donaldson (Van Tine) - February 17 at 11:25 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Elmer Lee Banks.

February 17 at 09:11 PM

“

So sad to hear Bro. Banks has passed away but we know he is now rejoicing with
Jesus in Heaven..He was special to us & comforted us in losses & hardships..We
love you Bro. Banks..Now you are with the one you preached about for so many
years..Our deepest condolences to your family..May God bring them peace &
comfort knowing you are safe & well in Heaven..

Bill & Sherri Owen Locke - February 17 at 11:22 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Elmer Lee Banks.

February 16 at 01:01 PM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Elmer Lee Banks.

February 15 at 06:19 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Elmer Lee Banks.

February 15 at 12:49 PM

“

Heaven's Comfort was purchased for the family of Elmer Lee Banks.

February 15 at 09:02 AM

“

When I was a little girl, I would visit my Grandmother and Grandfather’s house, every
summer and one of my favorite parts of the summer was going to church with my
grandpa and to see Bro. Banks and Mrs. Banks.. Prayers to Mrs. Banks and family.

Laura Mealler - February 14 at 09:35 PM

“

The last time I spoke with Preacher, he called me to ask how my girls were doing and
to tell me he prayed for them daily. This was maybe 2 or 3 months ago. Just out of
the blue. While being home bound and physically Ill his thoughts were for his people.
My girls have been away from Victory for years but they were still his. What an
example of Gods love for His children no matter where they are or how far away.

Vickie Scearce - February 14 at 04:39 PM

“

I listened to this man's sermons for over 60 years. One thing I never heard him do
was enter the pulpit unprepared to preach. He was studied up and prayed up when
he went behind what he considered the sacred desk, the pulpit. His goal was always,
as he said, "to put the cookies on the bottom shelf." He wanted everyone to
understand the message. My, how God blessed and grew the "Preacher Boy from
Lampasas."

Jean Banks - February 14 at 12:50 AM

“

I can still remember his sermons and I loved every one of them so many memories of him
and all of you so very sorry for your loss but he's now with the lord prayers to you and your
family
Angie wheeler - February 14 at 06:45 PM

“

" Day with Elmer Banks" When visiting Jean and my grandparents in Wilmot, AR. Elmer
and I decided to go fishing at Lake Village, AR. We fished all day and caught nothing. As I
was tiring out Elmer would encourage me to go just a little longer. Maybe there is a fish
around this next bend. This told me a lot about Elmer being focused, diligent and pushing
through to a visualized goal. We talked a lot and he listened intently with validation. His
smile and demeaner was unmatched. I will never forget that day. Thank you so much
Elmer.
Spike Franklin - February 16 at 11:44 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Elmer Lee Banks.

February 13 at 08:56 PM

“

When my fiancé and I attended Victory Baptist Church for the first time Brother
Banks welcomed us with open arms, performed our wedding ceremony a year later,
Baptized our 3 daughters' , performed the ceremony dedicating all 3 to the Lord,
performed the Weddding Ceremony for two of my daughters and had the Funeral
Service for my Dad.
Once in the center of all of this History together I told him that he was not old enough
for me to relate to him as a Father but most certainly an excellent, slightly older
Brother. He laughed about that and agreed. He is home now. Love is the only word
to use in how we feel because every facet of Brother Banks contained LOVE.

Randy,Sharon,Shar,Liz,Barb, Jessie,Clair - February 13 at 07:48 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Elmer Lee Banks.

February 13 at 07:47 PM

