Earl Raymon " Ray" Waddell III
March 18, 1943 - February 1, 2021

Earl Raymon “Ray” Waddell, III, 77, born 18 March 1943, a true friend and gentleman
passed away Monday 1 February 2021 from complications of Covid.
The oldest child of the Waddell family of Handley, Texas, Ray's life was highlighted from
an early age as an honor student from grades 1-12. He received scholarships from UT
Austin as an undergraduate student and as an honor graduate. Following his education,
Ray entered service as an Air Force Officer in the 1960s. He achieved the rank of Captain
before completing his service as an Intelligence Officer.
Following his military service, Ray developed a computer consulting business and owned
and operated a construction company in the 1970s in north Texas. After winding down
those businesses, he then spent several years as a cowboy on his father-in-law’s ranch in
Gonzales, TX. In the 1980s he enrolled in UT Austin school of law and obtained his law
degree accompanied with full professorship at UT Austin school of law. Subsequently, Ray
practiced law with the Tarrant County District Attorney before entering private practice. He
was also an original board member during the creation of the Texas Wesleyan School of
Law where he taught for many years.
Ray inherited his passion for airplanes and aviation from his father, sharing it and passing
it along to his son Luke. He cultivated a love for travel among his children and family
friends.
Ray is survived by his wife, Lisa Artman; his five children, Matt of Austin, Eve of Gonzales,
Luke and wife Rebecca of Fort Worth, Evan of Austin, and Bailey of Frisco; his sister Jan
of Arlington, his brother Loy and wife Virginia of Fort Worth; and five grandchildren,
Nathan, Tyler, Micah, Ava, and Alexa.
Funeral Service: 3 pm Sunday February 28, 2021 at Lucas Funeral Home of Hurst
Visitation: 2 pm -3 pm, 1 hour prior to service

Internment: DFW National Cemetery at a later date
Due to Covid-19 we will be live streaming the services should you decide not to attend.
Please click on the link provided for video stream https://video.ibm.com/channel/2384789
6/video/kcp750

Events
FEB
28

Visitation

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Lucas Funeral Home - Hurst
1321 Precinct Line Road, Hurst, TX, US, 76053

FEB
28

Funeral Service

03:00PM

Lucas Funeral Home - Hurst
1321 Precinct Line Road, Hurst, TX, US, 76053

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Lucas Funeral Home - March 02 at 10:31 AM

“

An external video has been added.

Lucas Funeral Home - February 20 at 11:57 AM

“

I was saddened today to hear of Ray's passing. It came as a complete shock as our
family hadn't heard this awful news. The Bates family met the Waddell family around
1975
in Arlington when Ray and Sue were building houses in Interlochen. They built our
family a great house and we became life long friends. Ray was great about always
reaching out when we had not talked for awhile. He was one of the most interesting
and knowledgeable people I met in my life. We talked over the Christmas holidays
and promised to get together in the spring when it was safer. I hate that we will not
get to have that opportunity. I am also sorry we did not know and missed his funeral
to pay our respects. He will be missed by all his family and friends and we were
happy and better to have known him. RIP my friend.
Barry Bates and Family

Barry Bates - April 13 at 04:42 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon " Ray"
Waddell III.

March 01 at 08:40 AM

“

What a beautiful and loving celebration of Ray's life and out pouring of gratitude of
the lives he impacted and mentored.
As the preacher said, may he be called by name for years to come.
With much love,
Ginny W.

Ginny - February 28 at 05:10 PM

“

My heart hurts with the news of Ray’s death.
I have been uncontrollably sad.
With out composure to give a rational reply.
I can relate to the sadness you must feel on some level.
I’ll share what Ray meant to me:
He has been a friend, who never waived in his fight for justice.
Allegiance and loyalty are a few words that come to mind.
Exceptional understanding of the equites of law, a teacher, a respectable voice for
me and others .
Without Ray my son would not have had me in his life, to any meaningful extent.
He always said I’m a good client,
But Ray was a phenomenal attorney!
I will forever be thankful for the luck by which I stumbled across the path of a man
named “Ray Waddell”.
All I ever really wanted out of life , was to be, a father for my own child.
Why should anyone have to fight for that... is beyond my explanation.
How could truth get so distorted, that wrong turns into right.
Rays wisdom made the impossible possible.
I send you my gratitude for the dedication he gave me and for the son who now calls
me, Dad.
Ray Waddell was:
A giver.
Wise.
A fighter.
Confident.
I will cherish the memories of
Ray Waddell forever.
My warmest regards,
Greg Collier

Greg Collier - February 28 at 04:03 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon " Ray"
Waddell III.

February 28 at 03:14 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon " Ray"
Waddell III.

February 25 at 06:51 PM

“

Mark & Jill Byars and our sons Dan & Steve purchased the Enchanted Cottage for
the family of Earl Raymon " Ray" Waddell III.

Mark & Jill Byars and our sons Dan & Steve - February 24 at 06:57 PM

“

I met Ray when we started UT Law School together in the same section, so we took
all our classes together for that first year. The section had lots of time to take the
measure of one another, and, boy, Ray stood out. We had many older students with
diverse experiences and accomplishments, including one college president and at
least seven PhDs! Even with such distinguished classmates, Ray was peerless. He
was the sole student un-rattled if called upon in class. Ray usually knew the analysis
and could explain it well. I can’t really remember Ray not knowing an answer;
however, if that occasion ever arose, I know Ray mastered the material “on the spot”.
In hindsight, not only was Ray whip-smart, his pleasure in learning was free of ego
and fear of failure. No wonder he mastered so many subjects.
I admired and liked Ray as a gentleman with a gift for friendship and a sense of fun
and wonder. Through the ups and downs of life, Ray had infectious good cheer. He
possessed real joy in living and knowing interesting information that he shared
considerately and never condescendingly. Ray was invariably kind with a casual
courtesy toward all. Unlike some students, he did not see law school as a contest.
He offered help and advice sincerely and generously. His support was always dead
on and I know he helped many feel better and make better choices
I am not an anxious person, but I remember telling Ray of my discouragement that
my grades were too low for me to qualify for Law Review. Ray looked at me in
amazement and quickly built my confidence back up. He explained how selective UT
Law School is, that we were among the lucky few to be there, that we were studying
fascinating material in the best possible school, in the best town, state and country,
and at the best time in history (poignantly, I remember him mentioning the miracle of
vaccines and our freedom from diseases that had beset mankind through the ages).
Well, Ray’s explanation certainly picked me up! Not only that, but he went on to
explain to me the horror my life would become if I had qualified for Law Review: 1) I
would have to work like a dog to write my Law Review “Note” for which I would get
no extra school credit; 2) I would be recruited by a top law firm and I wouldn’t have
the strength of character to refuse an eye-popping salary; 3) I would slave long hours
as a grunt associate for seven to nine years and ruin my personal life; and, 4) at the
close of those hellish years, I might well not even make partner! By then, I was lighthearted and grateful that I did not make Law Review and had renewed happiness in
my situation. Ray was right. He had the wisdom and independence of thought to
consider whether the conventional prize was a prize indeed or merely a kind of
prison. What perspective!
Ray reminds me of the Christmas movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life” starring Jimmy
Stewart in the role of George Bailey. George had led a dutiful, kind, honorable, and
gentlemanly life, but in a moment of despair, thinks he has accomplished nothing of
note in his dull life. An angel intervenes and shows George the world had he never
been born. Spoiler alert: without George, people’s lives would have been ruined,
WWII would have been more deadly, and a bully would have run the town. Well,
there was nothing about Ray that was dull, quite the contrary. However, like George
Bailey, Ray had an enormously positive effect on everyone lucky enough to know
him: certainly his community, his family, his many friends, colleagues, and clients.
Given Ray’s friendliness, helpfulness, and warm heart, that’s a lot of people and

includes me. Lisa Chismire
Lisa Chismire - February 21 at 01:57 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon " Ray" Waddell III.

February 12 at 12:02 PM

“

Reflections of Glory Wreath was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon " Ray"
Waddell III.

February 12 at 11:43 AM

“

Ray was one of the great legal minds of our time. I always enjoyed working on cases
with Ray, because he always taught you something. I often said of Ray that he was
one of the if not the smartest lawyers I have ever known.
You will be missed my friend,
Mike Deegan

Mike Deegan - February 12 at 10:25 AM

“

Want to thank Ray for being the kind hearted man he was..My daughter Ashlee boswell
frezza was one of his case's and was like a true hearted person to help and be there for
her.Want to thank you to his family for sharing his life we us..we miss you Ray and that
angel will be with us..Amen
Lisa Sparks/Ashlee boswell frezza - February 12 at 06:33 PM

“

I served Ray’s papers for several years and always enjoyed working with him. Ray
will truly be missed!

Angela Austin - February 11 at 10:40 PM

“

I met Ray while on active duty at Robins AFB, 55 years ago. We both reported to Col
AJ Alman, a wonderful man. Col Allan helped Ray and Sue relo to TX due to Sue's
health. I knew right away that Ray was a brilliant thinker with a huge TX personality.
Ray and I share the same 18 March birthday. I am 1 year older. Ray was always
there for advice and support. I am saddened by his passing and wish all the best to
his family and close friends. I shall remember 13 Feb 2020 when Ray picked me up
at Love Field as I arrived to attend my grandson Evan's TX 6A wrestling Regionals in
Allen. We had a great time talking reminiscing about our life. I shall cherish my
friendship with Ray forever. May GOD bless Ray as he is welcomed home by our
LORD. Peace be with you Ray. Love ya, Jim Ross

Jim Ross - February 11 at 10:47 AM

“

Great gentleman. We served together at Robins AFB in the 1960s. RIP Ray.
Dick Williams

Dick Williams - February 10 at 07:11 PM

“

Ray was a true gentleman, wonderful professor and attorney, and a good friend. I
always enjoyed his sense of humor and clever, interesting stories. I will miss this
amazing and compassionate man. My sincere condolences to his family.

Nancy Berger - February 10 at 04:32 PM

“

Olivia, Alexandra, Jean-François and Anne purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Earl Raymon " Ray" Waddell III.

Olivia, Alexandra, Jean-François and Anne - February 10 at 02:25 PM

“

Praying for Comfort, Leslie Barrows purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Earl Raymon " Ray" Waddell III.

Leslie Barrows - February 10 at 11:56 AM

“

Ray will be missed.
He took me under his wing in law school and after I began to practice law 24 years
ago. We spoke on a regular basis and I last spoke with him around New Years this
year.
I loved him dearly and I will miss him always.
Sincerely,
Scott E. Parker

Scott E. Parker - February 09 at 08:07 PM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon " Ray" Waddell III.

February 09 at 03:56 PM

“

Ray was a dear friend from fist grade at East Handley elementary, to our graduation
at EHHS
1961. I loved reunions so that I could catch up on all his travels and news. He was so
helpful as a freiend & lawyer after the passing of my husband. I so enjoyed being a
part of the Handley Boys March birthday lunches. Your passing is a loss to so many.
RIP dear friend. Will cherish our memories
🥰 Patsy

Patsy Tarola - February 09 at 02:09 PM

“

ray was a great lawyer and friend.RIP Ray

bruce ashworth - February 08 at 05:35 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon " Ray" Waddell
III.

February 08 at 01:01 PM

“

Ray Waddell was a class act. He was a consummate lawyer and an absolute
gentleman in every respect. He was passionate in representing his clients. His
passing is tragic and came much too soon. He will be missed by the legal community
in Fort Worth and Tarrant County.
Mark G. Daniel

Mark G. Daniel - February 08 at 12:30 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon " Ray"
Waddell III.

February 08 at 10:23 AM

“

Brandy Brady lit a candle in memory of Earl Raymon " Ray" Waddell III

Brandy Brady - February 07 at 03:08 PM

“

RIP. There are NO words that can explain, what you meant to me... My divorce
attorney, friend and became kind of like a Dad.. My eyes are full of tears. You agreed
to give me away as long as my son could meet us half way down the aisle on my
wedding day.. Now Justin has agreed to walk me all the way down the aisle, but half
way with that Santa beard.. You will be in our hearts forever...Love you!!!

Brandy Brady - February 07 at 03:06 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon " Ray" Waddell III.

February 07 at 02:11 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Deck Hulcy - February 07 at 01:17 PM

“

Ray loved his plants and he was proud to show you each one by its biological name. They
covered his entire back yard. Check out his fig shrub!
Deck Hulcy - February 07 at 01:23 PM

“
“

It’s about twice that size now!!
Lisa Artman - February 07 at 02:18 PM

I met Ray Waddell when we were both 15 years old working at his grandad, H.C. Albin's
famous watermelon garden in Dallas. We were busboys there when a cold slice of melon
only cost 35 cents. We became close friends that summer spending our days swimming,
throwing my paper route and flying model airplanes. Ray spent a lot of time at our house
where he became practically a family member. He got along well with my two younger
brothers, but he could even talk with the grownups, (that's what we called our parents in
those days). His quick wit and great sense of humor kept us all laughing when he was
around. That was a beautifully simple time!
Ray graduated from Eastern Hills High School in Fort Worth where he was the president of
his class as well as the valedictorian that year. He invited me to come to his
commencement where he gave an eloquent speech to the graduating class. I was amazed
at how easy he made it look! Earlier that day he had hurriedly written that speech while we
were having lunch. After that I knew he wasn't like the rest of us average guys. Ray was
Special!
Over the years Ray and I have had many adventures. In 1962, at Ray's prompting, we
drove his mom's 59 Ford station wagon to the Seattle World's Fair. After that we felt like
"Big Boys", for sure. In later years, after we both became private pilots, we flew his family's
Cessna 172 to Oshkosh Wisconsin to attend the annual Experimental Aircraft Fly-in with
thousands of private planes in attendance. On our flight back to Texas we took a side trip
and landed at Meigs Field which is actually located adjacent to downtown Chicago. Pretty
impressive, I thought!
As our families grew Ray and I still kept in touch. He was always there for us when we
needed him, especially for routine legal matters, never charging us for his valuable
services. No matter how long the time had elapsed between our visits it was never
awkward when we got together again. We just picked up right where we last left off. That's
a great quality for a long lasting friendship!
I will always remember Ray's vast knowledge of Stuff. He was like having a real live Google
with you at all times. He could answer the hard questions and make them understandable

to those of us who would have struggled with the subject otherwise. He could explain how
the universe began and then pivot to telling you how to grow the tallest fig tree in Texas.
What a talented Guy he was!
As I write this tribute to our great friend, Ray Waddell, who was taken from us Way Too
Soon, I am deeply saddened at our loss.
Although I am thankful to have the many treasured memories of our times together, I will
still always miss him !!!
Deck Hulcy
Deck Hulcy - February 07 at 04:25 PM

“
“

Wonderful tribute. Jim Ross Centennial, CO
Jim Ross - February 10 at 10:22 PM

These are fabulous stories of Ray and while the events are so different from the ones I
shared with Ray, they sure capture him. Lisa Chismire
Lisa Chismire - February 21 at 04:49 PM

“

Lisa Artman is following this tribute.

Lisa Artman - February 07 at 11:54 AM

“

Pam, Betsy, Hayden and Linda purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family
of Earl Raymon Waddell III.

Pam, Betsy, Hayden and Linda - February 07 at 06:39 AM

“

Ray was so good to our daughter, Bailey. However, he had no trouble letting her blow
into his cigar on many different occasions out at our hot tub. Lol ... She would blow
hard and the smoke would shoot out of the cigar. She called that “a Big Poppy One.”
She was always a Daddy’s girl as a young girl.
In that same hot tub he convinced his son Evan that there was such a thing as a
Vampire Butterfly that could bite, but was thankfully slow due to the weight of its
fangs. His son Luke was completely amused by his dad’s teasing. Many good
memories come from those years so long ago.
This year Ray and I took Bailey to tour TCU (picture attached) where she will attend
in the Fall. He was so proud of her. I know he will be watching over her this year for
high school graduation and her new journey into college.
There are blessings in the memories.

Tracy Robirds McMahon - February 05 at 10:54 PM

“

I had the chance of knowing Ray when I worked for Tracy. Ray was a nice person. I saw
him many times with Bailey he sure loved her. Over the last few years I would have some
legal questions and I would call Ray even during his busy schedule he would always
answer my questions for me. Ray RIP and you will be missed by many. Thank you Ray
Waddell. Praying for his family during this time, and beyond
Tammy Edwards - February 07 at 06:39 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Earl Raymon Waddell
III.

February 05 at 09:28 PM

“

I consider Ray one of my best grade school and high school friends. We started first
grade together at East Handley Elementary, attended Handley Junior High and
graduated together at Eastern Hills High School, Class of 1961. I remember playing
in the sandbox at his parent’s home on McGee. I lived only a block away. I remember
his mother always had a refrigerator full of drinks. We drank Dr. Pepper, R C Cola
and Root Beer back then. After High School we attended different colleges. I moved
to Denver in 1971 but I always enjoyed meeting Ray when I came to visit my family
and at our High School Reunions. If I had not moved to Denver, I am sure we would
have had more fun times together. The last time I saw Ray was in February 2020
when I came to Texas to visit family. We got together with some other EHHS good
friends in East Fort Worth. I still live in Denver and was looking forward to a 60-year
EHHS 1961 Reunion this summer or fall. I am planning on coming to Texas for the
funeral. I have had my shots and I will wear a mask. I will always remember Ray and
I will surely miss him. He was truly a great friend and a fine gentleman. God bless
Ray, his family and friends. May Ray RIP.
Clarence Harris aka Duke Harris.

Duke Harris - February 05 at 03:22 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Duke Harris - February 05 at 01:57 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Duke Harris - February 05 at 01:54 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Duke Harris - February 05 at 12:10 PM

“

RAY WADDELL, Esquire
Summa cum Laude
EHHS 1961
Duke - February 05 at 12:13 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

dale attebery - February 05 at 11:11 AM

“
“

East Handley Elementary 1st Grade 1949
Duke - February 05 at 11:56 AM

We met on the first day of the first grade in that old East Handley Elementary School
building, and can still name ‘almost’ everyone in this picture, and then the ‘kids’ who
finished 12th grade together? Need to say thank to my Mother (Frances) for saving all
these childhood pix.
In those school days, the first day of school each year, began on the Tuesday after Labor
Day Monday… and not before.
Also, in those early years, his parents (Earl & Loraine) set up a croquet set on their large
side yard and we played that great-great game for a lot of years. Every kid in the
neighborhood walked over to play, while his father looked over us from his garage
workshop window. Why, Ray even let Jan play from time to time, that made her happy.
And he was ecstatic that his brand-new baby brother (Loy) was going to be another leftie,
that made him exceptionally happy and he told everyone about it, too.
We lived cadi-corner behind each other. Those early memories are nothing short of
fantastic, that was a lot of fun for us all.
You were supposed to be invincible, Ray. Am going to miss you, my childhood friend, and
for all your legal and personal advice as well. A lot of pleasant memories.
dale attebery - February 05 at 12:24 PM

“

I always enjoyed having cases with Ray and having him in my court. He was
extremely knowledgable and a great advocate for his clients. More importantly, he
was always a gentleman and was both respectful and honest. I know that you will
have great memories of him.
Matt Riek

Matt Riek - February 04 at 07:24 PM

“

Ray was a great attorney. It was always a pleasure to have him in my courtroom.

Judith Wells - February 04 at 07:08 PM

“

Ray was an amazing man and mentor to so many. I have been going through his
case files and informing his clients. After speaking with his clients, he helped so
many people and touched so many lives. He will be missed. Praying for his loved
ones.

Leslie Barrows - February 04 at 03:37 PM

“

Ray was a great attorney and good friend. He always provided invaluable insight to the law
and to real estate. I am going to miss him sorely. Godspeed my friend!
Dave Bowman - February 05 at 10:59 AM

“

I met Ray when I was 19 years old while dating my husband Deck. We had so much fun
during that time going to Handley where I met his parents. Later after he had Eve and Matt
we got together with their family a lot and became very good friends. They even took our
son, Steve, with their family to France when he was 14 years old. One of the things I
remember most about Ray is how smart and also how funny he was. I can see why he
became such a good professor because I always marveled at how he had a way of
explaining complicated things and making them understandable. But one of the greatest
things he did for me was when he asked me to nanny his son Luke when he was only 3
months old. Deck and I took care of him until he was 2&1/2 years old. Luke got to know our
sons, Steve and Andy, like brothers and he became Deck's and my 3rd son. Not only is he
like a son to us but our whole family considers him "ours."
It makes us all sad to lose Ray!
Shirley Hulcy - February 06 at 06:49 PM

