Charles Gillilan Eakin
February 24, 1927 - March 22, 2020

Charles G. Eakin, a longtime resident of Boulder and La Veta, CO, passed away on
Sunday, March 22nd, 2020 in Keller, TX. He will always be remembered as a loving father
and grandfather, respected colleague and dear friend to all that knew and loved him. He
was born on February 24th, 1927 in Pittsburgh, PA to Charles Thornton Eakin and Ruth
Clare Gillilan Eakin.
Charles was a professor emeritus at the College of Music at the University of Colorado,
Boulder. He was an accomplished and prolific Composer having produced many
experimental pieces exploring contemporary jazz, a theatric opera called Being of Sound
Mind and a piece called Frames – each work depicting a frame from a movie, a clever
tribute to his sense of humor.
He is well-known for his musical-theatre compositions. He has, however, composed in
many media, including chamber music, electronic music, voice, large and small
ensembles, and a series of works for solo instruments and for orchestra. His music has
been performed nationally and internationally. He was also an accomplished musician
having played double bass in the Army during WWII, as well as, the Houston and New
Orleans Orchestras.
He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from the Manhattan School of Music in 1950, a
Master of Arts in musicology from Carnegie Mellon University in 1955, and the Doctor of
Philosophy degree from the University of Minnesota in 1964. He was a faculty member at
the University of Minnesota and Baylor University.
A longtime resident of La Veta, CO, he loved his weekly walk to the Bakery, participated in
community activities and theatre, even appearing in the local production of Harvey. He
loved the mountains of Cuchara Valley and was a prominent member of the community.
He passed peacefully in his sleep. He is survived by his children Nancy Jane, George
Argyll and Charles Thomas Eakin, along with his beloved granddaughters Natalie Julianne
and Melissa Rachelle Eakin, Nieces and Nephews and his walking companion, Dexter.
A Celebration of Life will be held later this summer in La Veta, Corona permitting.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial contributions be made to Education
Through Music.
https://etmonline.org/

Comments

“

At age 26, I was new at composing when I went to CU. I would have quit after one
semester if I hadn't switched to study with Charles. We spoke the same language
coming from a jazz background, and, while his thought processes of creation were
rigorous, he was not afraid of intuition. I would have probably not survived academia
and gone down this rich path had I not worked with him. I will never forget a lesson
where, in his basso profundo voice, and smoking a cigarette while leaning deeply
back in his chair, he said: "
"You know...I can't listen to music and make love at the same time. Because I just
want to listen to the music." What a rich and wise soul who had an awesome run at
life!

Paul Rudy - March 27 at 10:31 AM

“

We are saddened by Charles' passing. He wrote a superb vibraphone piece for me
and I played it on tour many times. During that process we talked a good bit about
music and I enjoyed those conversations very much. I hope that all the members of
his family and his close friends are comforted by God's loving presence during this
difficult time.

Douglas Walter - March 26 at 06:31 AM

“

I'm sorry to learn the sad news of Charles Eakins's passing. I joined the music faculty
at CU Boulder during the last several years of his distinguished career there. What a
wonderful composer, thoughtful and imaginative teacher, and absolute gentleman.
Most everyone who knew him could share a good number of anecdotes about him.
One of my favorites: after a composers' concert, a several of us were enjoying beers
and appetizers at a local restaurant. When we were ready to leave, we hadn't seen
the waiter in quite some time. Finally, when Charles spotted him in the distance, he
called out, in that inimitable booming bass voice: "Innkeeper!!" That worked
instantaneously. What a lovely man and great artist he was. I feel blessed indeed to
have known him.

Steve Bruns - March 25 at 04:55 PM

“

I studied with Charles Eakin at University of Colorado at Boulder while doing
graduate work there in the late 70s and early 80s and remember him fondly.

Charles Sepos - March 25 at 03:44 PM

“

Dr. Eakin was my composition teacher at CU-Boulder. He taught me so much. May
his memory be a blessing.
Marti Epstein

Marti Epstein - March 25 at 03:31 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Melissa Eakin - March 25 at 02:44 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Melissa Eakin - March 25 at 02:44 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Melissa Eakin - March 25 at 02:40 PM

“

I have such fond memories of working with him on the recording of "Frames". After
my father retired, he studied composition with Charles. It was one of the happiest
times of Dad's life.
Thanks for the music and joy you leave behind. Rest in peace.

Bob Wolff - March 25 at 01:33 PM

“

Charles Eakin died yesterday at 2000 hours. Just wore out at 93, and died at a
nursing home with great support from Nancy and other family. Charles, one of the
few bass players who was taller than his stand up instrument.
He was dealt the fate to be in military service in Europe as WW II came to a close.
His stories, full of mischief, about that time were hilarious. He learned his jazz chops
by backing a rather famous singer there. I threw him a party in my carriage house in
Minneapolis just after he got his PhD in composition. We all were generously
overserved as I played the piano and Charlie strummed his harp.
Charles was also the last of my ties to the great Peterson family— A connection
made by marriage to Shirley Peterson, with all the many ups and downs that ensued.
Charles had the ability to overlook my rude music composition and yet urge me on.
On the way through life, he adopted a mystical mein, always seeing the irony. A great
conversationalist. His post U of Colorado life sparkled with joy, a life led in the
Colorado equivalent of the Alps, La Vita. There he became a pillar of the community,
as attested by the fact that on my 2018 bike trek through Southern Colorado, I met
several citizens of La Vita who spoke warmly of him. I liked Charles because he was
a great entertainer of those he encountered. A great role model for me. I Loved him,
and I will miss you Charles.

William Solberg - March 25 at 11:56 AM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Natalie Eakin - March 25 at 12:47 AM

“

Linda and I had two of our France trips that included Charles and each of the two
boys.
He held court at the Ryus Avenue Bakery in La Veta, CO for several years. We loved
him as did the Cuchara Valley.

Charles & Linda Chauvin - March 24 at 06:02 PM

“

so sorry for the loss of your father.

Marion Welch - March 24 at 05:54 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Nancy Eakin - March 24 at 05:39 PM

“

Dad's 70th Birthday at Hotel Boulderado with some of the Eakins...Alice, Charles, Patty,
Nancy
Nancy - March 24 at 05:53 PM

“

“

Such great pictures. And happier times.
Patricia Eakin - March 25 at 12:57 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Lucas Funeral Home - March 24 at 12:14 PM

“

Private Charles Eakin...handsome, tall and skinny. He was always eager to share his
exploits while trekking his bass around Europe as WWII came to an end.
Nancy - March 24 at 12:57 PM

“
“

Thank you for sharing this. Nancy! I didn't know that he served in the military.
Clare Shore - March 24 at 02:53 PM

As a niece of his sister Miriam I know he was extraordinarily as Miriam was. Talented smart
, kind just amazing
Marion WElch - March 24 at 05:52 PM

